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vations. I desire, whenever a foreigner sets his 
fot upon our soil, to have thrown over him the 
nanoply of our free institutions, to protect him in 
his person, his property, in the pursuit of happi- 
ness; ; a 
with that, from this day forth, | will stop. To 
ery raan who has come here under existing 


| mobs in the Bedini affair. 


and an unvounded liberty of conscience; and | 


every : 
we. | would extend all the rights which our | 
esent laws promise him; and to every man who 


nes to this country in the future, with therights 
| have indicated, I would cease to offer more. 
months, peutions presented here and laid upon 
vourtaple, remonstrating, in the name of foreigners, 
‘oainst the action of this body? Notcontent with 
shat. have you not learned through the public 
newspapers, that a mob of foreigners, under the 
«vleof foreigners, assembled together, and hanged 
» eftry an honorable member of this body? 
What does that indicate? If the act indicates any- 
thing, or has any significance, it is that, in the 
estimation of those men, the individual referred 
to, the chairman of the Committee on Territories, 


(Mr. Dot 


load: 
he is Gead; 


‘ ' 
Lat, 


and for what, sir? For doing his duty 


Hove you not seen, sir, within the last few | 


GLAS,] oughtto be hung by the neck until | 


to the Constitution. to his oath, and to his country. | 


| ask Senators, if they do not see indications in 
this of a combination in retaining the notions of 
the olden country, which shows that it is neces- 
sary, not that we should check it by legislation—l 
do not propose that at the present time—but that we 
should cease to hold out any further inducements. 
What do we need of further immigration from 
other countries? We have a sufficient population 
to protect ourselves against all the world. We 
have a sufficient population to settle every portion 
of our country which itis necessary to settle. For 
the purpose of a free and happy Government, we 
havea sufficient population, and I think we should 
not adopt the amendment of the Senator from 
Ohio, and thereby tax native born and adopted cit- 


izens to purchase one hundred and sixty acres of | 


land for those who may think proper to come here 


hereafter. My friend from lowa,a few days ago, | 


manifested his great anxiety for these foreigners. 
Well, sir, when I remembered that that Senator, 
by his speech and his vote here, had done the very 
same thing that the chairman of the Committee 
on Territories had done, | supposed that the hang- 
ing of the chairman in effigy, signified that they 
believed that my friend from Iowa, also ought to 


be hung for discharging his duty upon this floor | 


fearlessly, impartially,and manfully, as he always 
does. Sir, when I saw what they had done, and 


the disgrace which they had attempted to heap | 


upon that Senator, I thought he might well have 
used language which was used in olden times. A 


certain individual went to Absalom, who had | 


usurped the throne of his father, and proposed to 


serve him. Absalom remembered the many favors 


which his father had conferred upon this individ- | 


val, and he turned to him, and in place of accept- 
ing cordially his proposed services, said: ‘Is this 
thy kindness to thy friend ?’? I think my friend 


from lowa, when he was battling here for the | 


rights of these foreigners, might well have turned | 


as Absalom did, and said, when they, by their || 


conduct, declared to the world that he ought to be 


hung for discharging his duty here: * Is this thy 
kindness to thy friends?” 


Sir, the time has come, if combinations are | 


formed 


‘i » if separate distinctions are kept up by 
10se 


who think proper to adopt this as their coun- 
try, when we should at Jeast cease to tax our own 
citizens for their benefit. These circumstances 
the? hot weigh with others; with me they have 
‘heir influence. ButI am opposed to the bill upon 
principle, 


1 
4s -OW a8 you please, so as to restore to the Treas- 


ay - Cost of it; but to tax one portion of the | 
People for the benefit of another, is a thing to || 


Which, to my knowledge, I have not consented; 
i { ever consent to such a proposition. 

anergy resident, I hope I will not be considered 
: ind or unfriendly to foreigners. 1 showed my 
egard for them during the present session, when 


they were denounced in this body for alleged 


60 


You may reduce the price of the land || 
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I ‘was the first Senator 
to furnish an apology for what seemed to be (from 
the reports in the papers) a breach of the peace, 
and that hospitality to the stranger for which our 
countrymen are so justly distinguished. I thought, 
and then said, in substance, that some allowance 
was to be made for those who had participated in 
the meetings referred to; that they had suffered 
from the oppressions of the Pope; that many of 
them had come from a country where the name of 
the Pope’s Nuncio was synonymous with tyranny, 
the stake, and martyrdom for conscience sake; it 
was not, therefore, strange, when they heard that 
name in this country of unbounded liberty, that 
they should have commitied some excesses in 
manifesiing their disapprobation of the part he was 
supposed to have taken in the oppressions of their 
countrymen. I repeat, sir, that | aim not opposed 
to foreigners, but have briefly stated my opinions 
as to the true future policy of this Government 

1 will not consume the time of the Senate by 


going into details as to what will be the effect of 
this bill if it should becomea law. I will say, 


however, that I had the honor of making a few 
remarks upon a graduation bill, and upon 
subject, at the last session of Congress. 
that time, I have mingled with my constituents, 
and conversed with them freely upon this subject, 
and | have found butone man in the State of Mis- 
Sissippi, with whom | conversed, who did not 
express a preference for the graduation bill to the 
homestead bill. Forwhatreason? By the home- 
stead bill you give a man one hundred and sixty 
acres, upon condition that he will remain upon it 
five years. Men feel, and every freeman must 
feel, that you are making him a pauper upon this 
Government by doing so. Men would prefer pay- 
ing twelve and a half cents, twenty-five, or fifty 
cents an acre, according to the intrinsic value of 
the land, with the liberty of selling it when they 
think proper. They would greatly prefer that; 
and [| tell you that the man does not understand 
the people, who supposes that they prefer having 
lands given them to their buying them, and giving 
for them their intrinsic value. 

I know that holding up all the lands at $1 25 
per acre, charging for poor and valueless lands the 


this 


Since 


| Same price that you charge for the most valuable 


and rich lands, has created, and justly so, a pre- 
judice against the present system; but graduate the 
lands according to their value, and public opinion 


will be very different from what itis now. Isay 


| that the people prefer paying a reasonable compen- 


sation for their land, and thus be independent free- 
men, feeling that they have purchased their own 
homes, and that they are not paupers upon the 
Federal Government, to having it given to them, 
and requiring them to remain upon it for five years; 
which 1s a sort of penance, a kind of penitentiary, 
that does not suit the genius of the people of this 
courtry at all. They prefer being free, having 
lands of their own, being at liberty to sell them 
whenever they please, and for whatever they may 
be able to obtain for them. I say, sir, that, accord- 
ing to my humble judgment, ninety-nine out of 
one hundred of the landholding States will greatly 
prefer a graduation system to this homestead bill, 


as it is called. 


Mr. President, I did not rise for the purpose of 
entering into anything like a genera! argumenton 
this question; but as this homestead bill has cre- 
ated some interest in the country, and as I have 
heard, upon various occasions, its paternity 


| claimed, | think it due to the dead, as I have the 


floor on this occasion, to say that the father of the 
principle of this bill was the late Felix G. McCon- 
nell. My friend from Indiana [Mr. Perrir] will 
remember, that when we were in the House of 
Representatives, the first that was ever heard of 
such a bill in the Congress of the United States, 
so far as I know, was on the proposition of Gen- 
He offered it upon every occa- 
sion, in season and out of season. His amendment 


was this, *‘ that one hundred and sixty acres of the | 


public domain is hereby appropriated to every head 
of a family, man, maid, and widow.” He was 
the father of the bill, so far as I know; and if 
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credit is due to any one, it-is due to his memory. 
i do not know that I should have alluded to the 
fact, but still,as | have heard others claimed as the 
authors of it, I thought | would state it, though I 
do noi think that the bill is right in principle, or 
that any credit will result to any one from it. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. The first’ 
section of the bill grants to every man who isa 
citizen of the United States, or who shall hereafter 
become a citizen of the United States, who is the 
head of a family, or twenty-one years of age, one 
hundred and sixty acres of land, without paying 

for it, after five years’ residence and occupation, 
The sixth section authorizes any resident of « 
State or Territory, who is not now a citizen of the 
United States, also to make a like application, and 
take one hundred and sixty acres. If | understand 
the amendment proposed by the Senator from 
Ohio, it is, that hereafter citizenship shall be no 
prerequisite to the making of the claim, nor shall 
residence in a State or Territory be a prerequisite; 
but that, on the actual filing of a declaration by a 
foreigner from any. portion of the world, when he 
comes here, of his intention to become naturalized, 
he shall also be enabled, without pay, free of cost, 
to take and oceupy one hundred and sixty acres 
of the public land. Am I right in reference to my 
understanding of your amendment? 

Mr.WADE. They must live five years on it. 

Mr. THOMPSON. That is true. They must 
live years on it. Now, in reference to the 
amendment as well as to the bill, I desire, al- 
though I am not prepared as I wished to be, to 
say some few things. 

A few days since, at the other end of this Cap- 
itol, when it was proposed to donate to the differ- 
ent States land for the purpose of taking care of 
the needy citizens of this country, who, by the 
visitation of Heaven are insane, and are incapable 
of taking care of themselves, it was reported upon 
adversely, as being against the Constitution of the 
United States. When it was proposed that our 
own citizens, the insane, the pauper, and the ne- 
cessitous, who need this aid, should have sucha 
grant made for their benefit, we were told that it 
could not be done under the Constitution of the 
United States. Such a donation to States for the 
purpose of taking care of the insane, we were told 
was unconstitutional; but now the Senator from 
Ohio offers a proposition which, if it be adopted 
and carried into effect, will enable us to give to 
every criminal, every fugitive from justice, every 
vagabond, and every pauper from Europe, and 
from every portion of the world, who lands on our 
shores, that which we deny to our own citizens 
who, under the visitation of God, need it, of whom 
we ought to take care, and to whom we are bound 
by ties different from any which unite us to for- 
elgners. 

Mr. President, 1] had intended, whenI heard this 
measure spoken of as one of justice and propriety, 
to move its commitment to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, that they might lick it into shape before 
we were compelled to vote upon it; for, in its opera- 
tion, it should be equal, equitable, right, and just. 
There should be no class legislation as is now pro- 
posed—no class legislation in favor of foreigners. 
In our legislation we should begin with our own 
peopleat home. Butif you give lard to the land- 
less, why not amend the bill, and give nioney to 
the moneyless? One man needs land, but another 
needs money. Amend the bill then, and give $200 
to each of those who ere out of change; to those 
who need money. And in addition, Mr. Presi- 
dent, make some provision for mechanics, profes- 
sional men, merchants, in short for that large class 
of people who are not agriculturists. If it is in- 
tended as a donation, as a bonus, equity and jus- 
tice require that you should likewise give to other 
vocations and professions, to artisans, mechanics, 
and merchants#the bonus, the donation, the lar- 
gess, the pauper’s gift, or whatever you choose to 
denominate it. As in the one case you give land, 
in the other you should give money, and make 

|| no such discrimination as is proposed by this bill, 
| Let there be equality. If you claim that, under 
\| the Constitution of the United States, in making 


live 
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rules and regulations in reference to the territory || and give it to ragamu 


of the Union, doing no injustice to the respective 
States, you have a right so to donate the lands, 
donate them with no invidious discrimination; 
make no unequal distinction; donate to those who 
are not able to bear the teil, and burden, and 
hardships of frontier life—your old men, your 
cripples, your widows, your workmen, your me- 
chanics, and people ot that description, outside of 
agricultural interests—in money, what you donate 
in land to those who are agriculturists. 

Mr. President, | have said that | thought this 
bill should be committed to the Committee on the 
Judiciary; | think it should go there for several 
reasons. I have heard it said that so far as the 
public domain is concerned, at least so much of it 
as we owned anterior to the Mexican war, we had 
pledged it for money to prosecute that war. lask, 
then, as a legal question, can you take this prop- 
erty, which ia thus under mortgage and lien, and 
give itaway? I ask, too, asa question of morals, 
whether you should give it away when itis bound 
and pledged for the payment of your debts? Are 
you to neglect this private claim, and say now to 
strangers, and foreigners, to aliens in blood and in 
language, that they may have it? Ought it not to 
be held as a sacred treasure to redeem your plighted 
honor, to pay the debt which you incurred in the 
prosecution of that war? 

But further, Mr. President, this bill is offering 
a bonus and a premium to those men in Europe, 
who are unwilling to remain there, under the haz- 
ards of the approaching war, to emigrate to this 
country. It tells those men, who, because they 
do not wish to stand by their king or country, or 
who, from want of patriotism, or from a deep 
feeling of cowardice, will not stay there to fight 
for republican interests, and stand by their own 
country, “if you become renegades from your coun- 
try, in trying to escape the dangers of war which 
threaten there, and if you will flee to the United 
States, and make a declaration of intention, we 
will set you up with a nice little farm of one hun- 
dred and sixty acres of land. You can settle on 
it, and live there, whether you left your country 
for your country’s good, or escaped from it be- 
cause you happened to be a liberal, although un- 
willing to fight for liberal institutions.”? Are you, 
sir, to offer them this bonus? And what else do 
you hold out? Why, you tell all your own citi- 
zens, your lazy, trifling men, that have never 
made $200, and would not work for it, fellows of 
a bad stock, whose ancestors were as lazy and 
improvident as themselves—a bad breed in the 
beginning—‘‘ we will shield you with a sort of 
bankrupt law; we will give you, you trifling lazy 
pauper rascals, if you will go out there, one hun- 
dred and sixty acres of land, and neither consta- 
ble nor sheriff shall take it for debt; you are of 
no account, you may keep it, you shall be bank- 
rapts as to all previous debts.’’ [Laughter.] And 
that, sir, you offer as a premium to loaferism and 
laziness; and a nice set you will have when you 

et them there, with vagabonds and vagrants from 
Burebe; to build up a new State, and a new com- 
munity. 

But, Mr. President, if you intend to give one 
hundred and sixty acres of land to men of this 
description, I ask you if it will not be an act of 

reat injustice to all who have bought public lands 
Rerehetere: and ought not the Judiciary Commit- 
tee to introduce a provision to pay back to all 
those from whom you have wrung $1 25 per acre 
for the land which they have purchased? Ought 
you not to refund what they have paid? They 
were our own hardy pioneers, kith and kin to us, 
bone of our bone, our brethren, hardy men, and 
Indian fighters. They have paid for their land, 
and whipped out the Indians; they have possession 
of the country; but if you are going to send out to 
these lands all the offscourings of foreign countries, 
in the name of justice and common sense, pay back 
to all the men who have bought public lands their 
$1 25 an acre, with interest uponit. Itisa just 
claim, and those men are worthy of it. Intro- 
duce such a provision, and we shall very soon 
sweep away the twenty odd — of dollars 
which are nowinthe Treasury. But, asa matter 
of justice, if you pass this bill, do it. 

This bill proposes a radical change in our sys- 
tem of public lands. Nothing of the kind has 
ever been sanctioned under the action of the Gov- 
ernment. It isa premature, radical, revolutionary 


' creauion, [laughter,} congregating here as buz- 


Such 


zards do around the carcass to eat it up. 
is the proposition which we have before us. 
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" a 1 
ffins coming from all parts of | 


l ask you, sir, has any President ever recom- | 


mended such a thing? Has the present President 
of the United States recommended it? Did Presi- 
dent Polk recommend it? Did President Taylor 
recommend it? Notatall. Did Jackson or Jef- 
ferson recommend it? Did Washington or Adams? 
Take them, Federalists or Republicans, Whigs or 
Democrats, where is the President of the United 
States, who has ever recommended such a policy, 
or has ever given his name to such a proposition 
for the public plunder, and dissipation of the public 
treasure? Has any President ever had the au- 
dacity or fortitude to come to the American peo- 
ple, and recommend such a disposition of this rich 
inheritance, which we have had bequeathed tous, 
which we have looked to as a home and a home- 
stead for our children, and our children’s children 
—not for strangers, but for us and for our families? 
Has any President, of any party, of any stripe, 
of any faith, ever recommended it? However 
weak in power, however abandoned by his party, 
however abused, has any man ever done it? No, 
sir, no man ever thought of it, no man ever 
alluded to it. Why, sir, General Jackson, I be- 
lieve, in his message of 1829, thought that, under 
the articles of cession, the land rather belonged to 
the States, and ought to go that way. It is true 
that he afterwards strangled the land proceeds dis- 
tribution bill, when he found that the child was to 
be called after Henry Clay, and named as one of 
his brood and generation. But from Jackson down 
to the present period, has any Administration ever 
put its creditand character upon the recommenda- 
tion of a plan of this sort? No, sir. 

Mr. President, in reference to this subject, I will 
ask gentlemen if it would not be tolerably prudent, 
considering the way in which we stand about 
matters of this sort, to take it a little more delib- 
erately, and a little more considerately ? We know 


that at this time there is over the continent of | 


Europe an impending struggle and contention, the 
like of which perhaps has not transpired before in 
the times of civilization. Wewantthis land fund. 
We want it as a matter of finance; we want it as 
a fund to build up anavy; we need it for our own 
| purposes; we need it for our own people; and just 
at this juncture, and at this time, up comesa prop- 
| osition that to every man who is twenty-one years 
of age, married or unmarried, to every foreigner 
now resident in any State or Territory, and to 
every foreigner who will congregate on our shores 
from the difficulties of Europe, we shall give this 
land, instead of holding it as a fund to protect our- 


selves, to build up a navy, establish an army, and | 


use it in time of need for war purposes. You are 
told that with a profusion, and with a profligacy, 
and without reference to economy or a prudent 


judgment or sense, that it is to be all drifted off to | 


that population which is coming from the troubles 
of Europe to our shores. 


The bill, Mr. President, is to me singular in | 


many of its aspects; and I hope I shall not be 


out of order in alluding to the action of the other | 


House. 2 
giving away, so far as it will be settled, the whole 


They passed this bill a short time ago, | 


of the public domain to the first occupant, or the | 


first comer, whoever he may be. 


Since that time | 


they have passed a bill graduating the price of the | 


public lands. It looks to me as if there was a sort 
of demagoguery over the land, and that the House, 
in reference to this subject, was acting thus be- 


cause, when the next August election comes round, | 
they do not want to make any explanation to the | 
whisky boys of the country when they wish to | 
be returned to Congress. [Laughter.] They seem | 
to pass the bill asif they thought the Senate would | 


have steadiness and sense enough to reject it. || 


{[Laughter.] ‘They pass this bill, and then one for 
graduating eo of the public lands, and then 
bills for railroad purposes; and they are proceed- 
ing as if the whole of it was a solemn farce, with 


'the hope that no explanation was to be made in | 


reference to it at all. 
disappoint them. They voted for the homestead 
bill; they voted for the graduation bill; still, they 
are going on, voting for railroad bills as if nothing 
had ever happened in any shape whatever in the 
| world, [Laughter.] 
| Ido not see in his seat now the Senator from 


I hope that we shall not | 


OUeAeSt 


about the Pacific railroad; and, in fact 

his enthusiasm upon that subject, however much 
I think that it is a wild and Utopian project; how 
ever much I reflect that in making it you will al 
to carry it through deserts, where there is neither 
wood nor water, and over mountains and snows 
many feet deep, over a vast continent; bieee 
impracticable [ may think it, and although | think 
that it will cost the Union, if it is ever made, ; 

much as it cost Napoleon to march his grand ar, i. 
to Moscow; still, if, in the prospect of things 
are to have the Pacific railroad, and } 
mere extension of territory, we 
weak as a rope of sand; if, as is said b 
Roma ruit suis viribus; if, bysthe mere extension 
of territory, we are becoming like a ricketty hogs. 
head, which must be bound together; and if we 
need this Pacific railroad to bind us together for 
the Lord’s sake keep this land. Do not touch the 
people of South Carolina, of Kentucky, and other 
portions of the country, to get the means to build 
it. If you are to have these emigrants, catch them 
as you catch the Irsh and Germans, and keep 
them at work until they make the road to the Ps. 
cific; but give them land and no money. That jg 
my Opinion about it. A nice chance you have to 
build a road there; it will cost the Lord knows how 
many millions of dollars, for I would be afraid tp 
calculate it. But if you are ever to have a road 

do not give away the only fund upon which you 
ean rely for the making of it; and if you bring 
these emigrants in, let them work for what they ger: 
do not make them a present of it. [Laughter.] 

I suppose, Mr. President, that according to the 
notion of progress, and the bellicose propensity of 
our people, we must acquire territory—for a {uss 
they will eternally and everlastingly have. You 
can hardly keep old-fashioned W higs now in the 
traces, for they want to annex Canada, and get 
another State or two from Mexico; war, or some 
little fight, they must have; for the whole Union, 
in reference to that, seems to be like Simon Wild. 

| fire; if they do not have a fight they would spoil 
about the breast and shoulders merely for the 
want of it. [Laughter.] But, sir, if you areto 
go on in acquisition, keep the territory to pension 
the old soldiers with, as you have done heretofore. 
Go with my friend from South Carolina, [Mr. 
Evans,] and pay off the claims which you oweto 
the old revolutionary fathers and their descend- 
ants; pay off what you owe to the men who 
fought in the war of 1812; pay those who fought 
_in Mexico, and keep a little back for future fight- 
ing. Do not dispose of it all in the way you now 
ropose; we shall want it, because—I suppose it 
isa sort of North American sentiment—there is 
no people in the world who respond to the call of 
liberty as readily as ours do. Send a fellow to 
Texas and Mexico to fight, but keep a little land 
to let him know that when he has done fighting 
he will have a home to come to. Do not givett 
all to foreign adventurers who come here merely 
as criminals or from cowardice. Do not give it 0 
those who come here on such accounts; not be- 
cause they love America, but because they cat 
here impose upon American hospitality and get- 
erosity. 

I have not had an opportunity to prepare the 
statistics which I should like to have before me 
in reference to this bill, and 1 therefore cannot £0 
at length into itnow. But if some older and abler 
Senator doeg not argue it before the discussion 00 
it terminates, I will prepare myself to make ¢ 
speech in reference to this amendment, and about 
the bill generally. I wish to deliver my own opi? 
ions. What is now proposed? They say, ft 
instance, to the Senator from Massachusetts, wh? 
comes from one of the old States of this Union, 
We are going to give this land all away. !t'8 
true, under the cessions that were made by" 
original thirteen States, it was held for the benett 
of all the States. I will not now go into # dis 
cussion of the questions about tenancy In one 
or joint tenancy; but I ask the Senator from , 
| State of Massachusetts, knowing the effect of this 

pauper population as you have it now crowded in 
the poor-houses and in the lazar-houses of every 
description in Massachusetts, when they tell you : 
is true that the old thirteen fellows fought one. 
the revolutionary war, and are entitled to ¢ 
land, and own it, and although we have @ eae 
half-way, lively recollection of Concord, and nas 
‘ington, and Bunker Hill, where your fat 


I admire 


my 
» We 
if, by the 
are becoming as 


y the poet, 


proposition to waste away the public inheritance, | Texas, [Mr. Rusx,] who has such intense anxiety || fought for the land, still, we will give it t these 
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foreigners, will you, I ask the Senator, agree to 
it? Although there are a few things in reference | 
to niggers, and other matters, and various Yankee 
and Puritan notions that do not exactly come up 
to our notions down South, still we have a lin- 
sering affection, and are willing to do your State 
of Massachusetts justice. Out of the granite and 
ice you make fortunes; with your invention and 
education you are progressing in the world; and 
you stand, & noble Puritan population, obstinate 
and perverse though you may have been with the 
English Government before you landed here, and 
azainst it afterwards, and pretty generally against 
your own Government—[laughter]—still, in ref- 
erence to a matter of equity and justice, I will 
ask you what you will say when a man turns 
round and tells you that the old States of Massa- 
chusetts and Connecticut are not to get any of this 
land; that he wants to take it from you, and that 
you shall not have it, either for schools, or insane, | 
or paupers, or for anything else; that it shall be | 
snatched away from you, and given to some Hes- 
sian that butchered your ancestors in the. revolu- 
tionary war; that it shall be given to some man 
who then was in the army of our enemies; that 
it shall be handed over to some German, with his 
broad figure, which it would take three genera- 
tions to lick into the shape of an American gen- 
tleman? [Laughter.] A nice proposition, that 
is; and yet that is the proposition made by the 
Senator from Ohio. The old thirteen States are 
to getnothing. Whatever we may claim, we are 
to have nothing. The Senator’s proposition not 
only comes up to that, but it turns round and | 
says, in reference to Nebraska and the Missouri 
compromise, to southern Senators, not only are 
the old thirteen States to be deprived of their 
rizhts, but we will let these lrish, and Dutch, and | 
anybody you please—I do not spgak in dis- 
respectful terms—come into the territory, and, if 
you want to go anywhere from Virginia, or Louis- 
iana, or Texas, you must stand back and let | 
them take theland. Isthere a southern man, who | 
has a regard for his constituency, or the interest | 
of the section which he represents, who intends— | 
as he knows it is a foregone conclusion that this | 
is all to be free-soil territory—to let them take it, | 
and let them snatch it away from them, and say | 
that men from the South are not to go into it, be- | 
cause they are tainted with a nigger? Are we to | 
be told that we must stand back, and let strangers, | 
and aliens in blood, in feeling, and language, have 
it? But 1 do not know what southern Senators, 
or Senators from the old States, may think in 
reference to this sort of thing, because they have 
got recently to arguing about matters in such a | 
way that a man scarcely knows, unless he exam- | 
ines closely, what they really design. 

The Senator from letinas, {Mr. Perrir,] for 
whom | entertain a very high regard, yesterday 
said, that this bill approved itself to his heart and 
his head. I can easily see how, he being a liberal | 
man, such a thing would approve itself to his || 
heart. He isa man of large head, a man of a | 
great deal of faculty; but I rather think that his 
heart has got the better of his judgment in this 
case. In support of the proposition, he set out to 
pepe historically, that this was a right policy. 

e alluded, I believe, to the Assyrians, and the 
Jews, and the Spartans, and he came down to the | 

racchi, but being a Democrat, in this age of prog- 
ress, he never could cite an instance that had oc- | 
curred this side the discovery of America, or since 
the birth of our Saviour. {Laughter.} In talking 
about this liberality, { want you just to look at the 
question, and ask yourselves how this territory 
stands; for itis well enough to look to it in that 
way. When the territory, under the oppression of 
& system which will restrict slavery from going | 
there, comes to be settled, how will it stand, “| 
how do we stand? We stand as a powerful and 
"great nation. { know—at least there are news- | 
paper rumors, and I suppose | may speak legiti- | 
mately of newspaper rumors—we propose to buy 
a immense territory in addition to our present 
ee For what do you buy that territory ? 

re you to pay $5,000,000 or $20,000,000, and 
*s Soon as you get it are you to give it away? 
of the een a policy in the disposition | 
vislene os s which you obtain, 1 may say, by | 
aan Solteitation; that is to say, by whipping 
Hogging the Indians, by browbeating the | 
whuine until you whip them into a peace, and | 

“salvo to the conscience, get what territory || 
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you can? Are you, not only in reference to the 
poor red man, who is fading away before the 
face of the white man as the snow melts before 
the face of the sun, but in reference to the neigh- 
boring Republic, are you, by bullying and brow- 
beating, to obtain territory, and when you have 
obtained it, are you to turn round and say that you 
will give it to these foreigners and emigrants, who 
come here, and to lazy fellows and loafers, in our 
midst? I ask, in the name of common sense, is 
that what the Governmentis todo; and then, after 
the General Government has done that, and you 
come to make a distribution of the spoils, is one 
half of the nation to turn round and say to the 
other half, you smell of the nigger, and you shall 
not have any of the iand; we will give it to the 
foreigners, and you shall not take a particle? And 
then, as to the old States and land States, although 
no President of the United States has ever recoi- 
mended this, we will rob you of it, and give it to 
the foreigners, and then we will get up a German 
interest, having its center at Cincinnati and Louis- 
ville, and other places over the Union; and although 
you boast of being Anglo-Saxons, you shall be 
like that other Anglo-Saxon race, which has been 
for centuries ruled by half crazy Dutch Princes 
and Queens. We will have the same influence 
over you, with your Saxon influence and Saxon 
blood. We will build up a foreign power that 
shall control the whole American people. This 
we will doin the name of generosity and liberality, 
and in the name of our modern Democracy. This 
is what is to be done by a radical change in our 
policy. 

| have some other things to say in regard to this 
bill; and probably, if I get a chance in the prog- 
ress of its discussion, | shall go into it more 
fully; for | am not prepared to speak to-day upon 


| some points to which | desire to address myself. 


lt seems to me, since I have had the honor to 
come to the national councils, whether in this or 
the other House of Congress, the public lands 
have been bandied about eternally as a bribe in 
the shape of cession and retrocession, inthe shape 
of graduation and of distribution, and of every 
imaginable project. Thus ambitious men act with 
them, instead of standing up as the guardians of 
the public domain and public treasury, doing what 
they ought to do. Millions upon millions of acres 
of lands have gone for railroads and canals in the 


| way of grants of alternate sections and swamp 


lands; and the advocacy of such appropriations 
*has eternally been predicated upon the ambition 
of some presidential aspirant. It is useless to 
discuss it. It is useless to talk about it. If there 
had been a provision in the Constitution of the 
United States that men standing on this floor, or 
on the floor of the other House, should be forever 
debarred thereafter from jooking to the other end 
of the avenue, such propositions would never 
have been made. Members of Congress would 
have husbanded the lands as old fellows take care 
of their lands as their sons and daughters grow 
up, for the purpose of giving the young fellows a 
home, and a place to emigrate to. Thus, instead 


|| of looking to the other end of the avenue, and 


making such propositions, they would have held 


| on to these lands as an inheritance to our children, 


and our children’s children, for ages to come. I 
do not know, sir, of any man in this body who 
looks to anything of that sort, [laughter;} but one 
thing I will say, I have scarcely ever seen a public 
man in this country who had once turned his 
eyes upon the purple, and gazed intently at the 
White House, that ever afterwards seemed to be 
fully asane man. [Laughter.] His head reels 
as if he had the vertigo, and he puts up at auction 
whatever he thinks, if once defeated, would help 
him for the Presidency at a succeeding election; 
and that is the way in which the public domain 
has been controlled. Say what you will about it, 
all men feel it and know it. 

Mr. President, 1 do not know that I exactly 
concur with him who said some years ago, in com- 
menting upon this matter, that we never would 
have a first-rate man again as President; for, he 
said, that understrappers and understrikers would 


_ never let a man of prominent ability attain to the 


position; that no such man could ever come to the 
presidency of the nation, because the understrap- 
pers and seekers for office would be eternally for 
catching a man whom they could control. He 
thought we never would have a President of an 


size or aécount again. So far as that isconcerned, | 
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the first thing that you see these presidential as- 
pirants do—1 am sorry to say it; lL apply it to no 
party, or men—is to start out a demagoging; and, 
sir, he draws himself up; he is not an American 
at all; his father was an Irishman, and his mother 
a Dutchman. [Laughter.] That is the beginning 
of it. Then, though he has no respect for religion, 
no regard for things of that sort, supposing him- 
selfin his peculiar views to be in the minority, 
and though he may be an infidel, and hate all re- 
ligion, the next thing we hear he is making the 
sign of the cross, and muttering al! sort of insen- 
sible jargon over the country to catch Catholics; 
{laughter,] and then, sir, to top off the thing, he 
offers all this land to these men, just as the wicked 
one of old offered to our Saviour the kingdoms of 
the world, if he would fall down and worship 
him, when the old scoundrel had not an inch of 
terra firma in all creation to put his foot upon. 
[Great laughter. ] 

Why, sir, every man understands this measure 
and knows what it means. It is the most hollow, 
perfidious, deceptive, cajoling thing in the world. 
It proposes -to give our public land to these 
people, when it is pledged for the payment of the 
debt incurred by the Mexican war, and belongs 
to the States equally. It does not belong to 
politicians; but still some of them propose this 
largess or bribe, for such it is, and say, ‘* Come in, 
all ye Dutch and Irish.”’ Perhaps they may 
expect, in return, to hear: ** We will make you 
Presidents.’’ 

Now, sir, I wish gentlemen to understand that 
Iam nota Native American, in the political 
sense in which that word is used. I have a pro- 
found respect for the original policy which was 
inaugurated or installed at the origin of this Gov- 
ernment in relation to foreigners. I believe that 
we now commonly use regal and imperial terms 
when speaking of a matter of policy; everything 
now-a-days, whether a principle or a measure, is 
‘*installed’’ or ** inaugurated.”’ I say, therefore, 
that I have a very great reverence for the original 
policy installed or inaugurated by the founders of 
our Government in relation to foreigners. I have 
no objection to allowing a foreigner to come here; 
I would extend to him the right hand of friend- 
ship; | would allow him to become a citizen, and, 
after sufficient residence, be eligible to office. 1 
would encourage him and take him into the 
body-politic. Sir, if I had any doubt about 
the propriety of this policy, it would be re- 
moved by the appearance here of my honorable 
friend from Illinois, [Mr. Sureips,]} from the land 
of Emmett and other patriots—a land which has 
been crushed down by tyranny for a thousand 
years. It does good to the heart of a philanthro- 
pist and patriot to see a man of his integrity and 
character come here. But, sir, | adhere to the 
motto, Festina lente—do not hasten onwards too 
fast. There is a gentleman from Louisiana here, 
who, I suppose, may be considered as of the tribe 
of Benjamin. When one thinks of these men, he 
is apt to inquire, in the language of the poet: 


* Where shall Israel lay her bleeding feet ? 
Where shall she find a resting-place ?’’ 


Weare proud to answer that, under the folds of 
the stars and stripes, she shall find protection and 
succor; and to her children, as to others, shall be 
extended the rights of citizenship. Thus far I am 
willing to go; but I cannot agree that now, when 
there is about to be a great struggle in Europe, we 
shall invite men from the purlieus and faubourgs 
of Paris, from the outskirts and brothels of Lon- 
don, and from the civil and revolutionary wars of 
Italy and Hungary. I cannot consent that, upon 
a mere declaration of intention, each of them sha'l 
havea right to one hundred and sixty acres of 
our public land. Suppose such fellows should 
come here in large numbers, and go out to that 
| land of flowers—Nebraska—a country beyond 
the State in which you live, Mr. President, and 
one of us should go dee. If we went, we should 
find ita perfect Babel of confusion, where un- 
known and innumerable tongues were spoken. If 
a man of the Anglo-Saxon race should go among 
them, and they should find that he had not been 
in a riot anywhere in Italy, that he had not been 
| compelled to run away from France, but that he 
was a peaceable American, they would probably 
| say to him, “* How did you come here, sir? Who 
| did you murder in Tennessee, or in Kentucky, for 
which you ran away? Who did you swindle in 
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New York, or what did you steal in Ohio, that 
you have come out here into this Babel of confu- 
sion?” Sir, are these the people whom we should 
build up into a State in that far-off region, out of 
the ruined fortunes, the ransacked homes, and the 
broken hearts of the red men of the forest? 
youe philanthropy? 
wi ' 


Is this 
I fear this 1s exactly what it 
resuit in. 

Mr. President, I have intimated that there may 
be some designs for the Presidency connected with 
Of course | would not intimate that any 
gentleman here thus seeks the Presidency. If any 
should, | would ask them to look at the last few 
instances which have happened, and, I think, they 
will find that they need not go out to the people 
on any great public measure in order to reach that 
station. For example, we had Mr. Poik, a very 
clever man, who is now dead. He reached 


it} 
tule ol. 


the 


Presidency aceidentally. I will say nothing fur- 
ther of him; for de mortuis nil nisi bonum. Presi- 
dent ‘Taylor next reached that station. He wes 


a good soldier, a fine citizen, and a tolerable Pres- 
ident. 

A Sexator. Hedid not know much. [Laugh- 
ter. | 
Mr. THOMPSON. Not over much. [Re- 
newed laughter.} Then Mr. Pierce gotthere. I 
know he is busy now. Ido not mean to strike 
at him, because at this time | know, and the 
Presiding Officer of this body knows, that the 
greatest of his troubles is to decide a question, 
upon which | suppose he is very religiously and 
anxiously exercised; that is, in reference to the 
distribution of the spoils and plunder. He is en- 
gayed in deciding whether a fellow who came on 
the last platform, but who was wrong on the Buf- 
fala platform, is or is not entitled to consideration 
in the distribution of offices; and the most politico- 
religious question which I have ever known, in 
my day, is the grave question now before the Ad- 
ministration of this country, whether the prodigal 
son came home before he was hungry, or, being 
half lean, came home because the old man had a 
good fat cralf. [{Laughter.] That is the grave 
question which they are considering at this time. 

Well, sir, from these illustrations I would say 
to men of this descripuon that they should take 
the thing very quietly; for, sir, no gentleman in 
the country is safe now. Tle does not know what 
day he may be snatched up and made a President 
before he thinks about it. I would say to gentie- 
men, therefore, that they had better avoid origin- 
ating great measures which are wrong in them- 
selves, but should stand by quietly, and some- 
body may be kind enough to invite them out for 
the Presidency one of these days. [Laughter.]} 

Mr. President, there is another consideration 
connected with this matter. | will not say any- 
thing about progress and young America, for some 
one might wish to contravene it; but I say that | 
our climate, and the character of our soil and popu- 
lation, haveengendered and inflamed in our people 
a wild, progressive, rabid notion. I do not know 
whether itis socialism from France, or whether 
it is Kossuthism from Hungary and Italy; but I 
say that, from the infusion of foreign material, or 
from the idiosyncracies of our own people, they 
have become so inflamed and so restive of power 
that if they were so concentrated in this country, 
and could make a revolution here as in France or 
in England, by getting possession of the capital, 
our inflammable, revolutionary, discontented, dis- 
satisfied people would go far beyond fiilibusterism 
or anything of that sort, and would strike for the 
overthrow of the Government itself. It is a bless- | 
ing that they are not so concentrated. I ask you, 
then, sir, for the sake of the safety and the per- 
petuity of this Union, to keep nails domain, | 
not for foreigners, but asa safety-valve, asa means 
of escape to let off the wild, unrestrained spirits 
whom we have amongst us; to keep it as a place | 
where, among Indians and buffaloes, and in the 
deep recesses of the mountains, and in reckless | 
and perilous adventures, such men, intolerant of || 
society, averse to toil, and opposed to labor, may | 
go out and waste away that spirit which, if | 
cramped up in a capital that controlled a nation, | 
would subvert the institutions of the couniry. | 
That, sir, with me is a grave consideration. 

Sir, I trust that some older member of the body 
will give the Senate the statistics in regard to the 
value of our public domain. [ am diffident to do | 
so, because | am always averse to speaking. | || 
trespass but seldom upon the attention of the || 


THE 


| perio to hold the balance of power and control this | 


' down New York, come up the Chesapeake and 
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: : | 
Senate, and when I do so, it is only when I think | 
duty requires itof me. I have ventured now to 


speak upon this subject, becnuse | think deep in- || 


justice will be done to the old States by depriving 
them of their just share of the public domain. | 


BE 


| alien and wrong feeling. 


believe further, that this measure will be injurious || 


to the southern States. They do not want to 
have foreigners around their plantations, corrupt. | 
ing the people, injuring their children, and ex- 
cluding them from a fair participation in the ben- 
efits of the common territory of the Union. 

But, Mr. President, above all things, when you 
are about to vote this gratuity, remember the eter- 
nal principles of justice. Millions and millions | 
of dollars have been paid by treaty in Indian an- 
nuities, and in extinguishing Indian titles; vast | 


| bill, and I do not know thatI shall have anyth 


| what incoherent way, given my convictions 


amounts of blood and treasure have been expended || 


for the acquisition of our public domain. For the 
payment of the money thusspent you have taxed 
South Carolina and Maine, Massachusetts and 
Pennsylvania, and all the other old States. Now, 
after the enormous expenditure at which these | 
lands have been bought, it is proposed to give 
them to Hessians, and wild men from ali parts of 
Europe! How will the people of the old States 
like it? Recollect, this bill will cut like a two- 
edged sword; it will depreciate the value of land 
in the old States, and at the same time it will | 
diminish their population. ‘The reason tor this is 
obvious. People wall not buy jand in the old | 
States when they can get better elsewhere for 
nothing. In this way, the men, by whose blood 
and treasure the public territory was acquired, will 
have it snatched from them; and that, too, not by 
receiving in return its original cost, but it will be 
followed by a great depreciation of the value of 
their property, and a diminution of their business 
and population. 
‘There are some other matters to which I do not | 
now wish to allude, but to which | may probably | 
refer before the bill shall be finally disposed of, if | 
I get an opportunity. In regard to the policy of 
it, 1 am almost constrained to say that, rather than | 
see located on the western borders of Missouri a | 
people aliens and strangers to us in blood, aliens 
and strangers to us in language, as confused in 
language as were those who were endeavoring to 
build the tower of Babel; people who do not love | 
us, people of a bad stock, (for the vagabond, the 
pauper, and the refugee from Europe, or from our | 
old States, are those who are to receive this gra- | 
tuity;) rather than see such a confusion of tongues, | 
such a ring-streaked and speckled set put up in“ 
our far off territory, as a sort of imperium in im- 


Union, | would wish it destroyed like Sodom and | 
Gomorrah, and lost to the Union forever; for we | 


had better have no public Jand than have such || 


neighbors. 

Again; when the Senate come to consider this 
question, | wish them to bear in mind that there | 
are now great troubles in Europe, and that, accord- | 
ing to recent calculations, it would cost from 
$500,000,000 to $1,000,000,000, to make our navy | 
equal to that of Great Britain, to say nothing of 
the navy of France. Suppose three or four bel- 
ligerent Powers of Europe should unite to send a | 


‘ . | 
fleet against us; they could bombard and burn | 


Potomac, and take this Federal City, lie off in the 
Chesapeake Bay destroying property, blockade | 
California, and cut us off from all communication 
with her, except by the tedious overland route, 
and not feel the absence of that portion of their | 
navy which would be required for these objects. 
In this perilous, in this helpless condition, look- 
ing to these emergencies, knowing the need of our 
naval and commercial marine in a proper situation 
for defense; knowing the importance and value of | 
the property which we have afloat upon the ocean, | 
for the protection of which our navy is necessary; | 
l ask you, in a time of peace, if we ought not to | 
be prepared for a time of war, and for emergen- | 
cies such as may possibly arise? Let us not act 
like a drunken boy who wastes away his inherit- 
ance by throwing his dollars to the crazy mob 
around him; but does it not become us, as Amer- 
ican statesmen, to husband our resources, to look 
at eventualities, to look to justice? Let us not 
offer inducements to bring in reckless foreigners 
who wiil lie down, like the locusts upon the land 
of Egypt. Let us consider whether it would not 
be a curse to the country; and whether you had 
not better have all the plagues of Egypt, locusts, 





| needed by any pressing public necessity, 


| him for the succession; such is my conviction of 


| country settled up in this way withaSt 





a April 19, 
frogs, and lice, thrown in, rather than 


have the 


. . , ate or eo). 
ony in the West, holding pewer, predominanes 
_ i . « if 


and influence in the Union under the control oF 
i 


Sir, | have no more to say at present upon this 
further to say upon it at any ume, I prefer th : 
some one else should expose it. I prefer that some 
one else should investigate the statistics, look - 
the real position of the question, and expose th. 
wickedness of the proposition. 


' 
ine 


lhave,ina some. 


: y . and 
feelings and notions about it. I think it is haeeda 


upon a mistaken principle. It is a radical chap m 
in our public land system. No President has ever 
recommended it. There is no call for it. Itis, at 
. 7 It is 
wasting away our means for nothing, J] hope the 
bill will not be passed: but if it should pass, thoyoh 
I make no promises, | must say, notwithstanding 
what has been heretofore urged in reference to the 
veto power, that if President Pierce should very 
the bill, 1 am notso certain that | would nothbe ¢ 


lor 


| the impropriety of the measure. 


| 


} 


} 





| have guarantied 
\| 


Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, f have no jntep. 
tion, at this stage of the discussion, to enter into, 
full review of this whole homestead subject, |; 
has been very well said, sir, that this is * the land 


| of the free, and the home of the brave;’”’ and jf 


there is anything about which we are accustomed 


| to boast on the fourth of July,and on all occasions 


of national festivity, it is that this is the asylum of 
the oppressed of every land. Having been ta wht, 
sir, from my earliest infancy, to honor and revere 
these sentiments, it will not astonish Senators jf | 
say, that I do not fully sympathize in the senji- 
ments which have been uttered to-day by my hon- 
orable friend from Kentucky, [Mr. Tompsoy.] 

Like that honorable Senator, | approve, to the 
fullest extent, the idea that foreigners coming to 
our country should conform themselves in their 
conduct to our laws and toour customs; but when 
they have done so, and have been admitted under 


| our laws to full citizenship, | would not deprive 


them by my policy here or elsewhere, of one 
hundredth part of a single privilege which right- 
fully belongs to an American citizen. I wil! not 
vote for the amendment of the Senator from Ohio, 
[Mr. Wapve.] And why? Beeause it proposes 
to put foreigners upon an equal footing with Amer- 


| ican citizens, before they become American citi- 


zens. I care not where a man may have been 
born, whether in France or in Scotland, in Ireland 
or in Germany, if he seek an asylum upon these 
shores—that asylum which in all our public dec- 
larations, and by our whole public policy we 
to him—and if he shall live 
amongst us for the full time required by our laws, 
and shal! be admitted to the rights of citizenship, 
| would have him enjoy those rights to their 
fullest and most ample extent. But until that has 
been done, | cannot consent to grant him, so far 
as the occupancy of the soil is concerned, the 
rights of citizenship to which he is not entitled 
under the general laws and general policy of the 
country. she 

But I did not rise, Mr. President, as I said in 
the beginning, to discuss this question at this time. 
My object is to give notice to the Senate, at this 
stage of the proceedings, that I mean, at the 
proper time, to move a substitute for the whole 
vill. J may say, in a word, that [ have never 
given the sanction of my own mind to the policy 
of giving away the public lands to American cit 
zens or toforeigners. 1 am, however, for guaral- 
tying to every citizen a home. Whether he be 
of native or of foreign birth, I would give him & 
home, and secure him in the possession of it. 
have before me, and ask to have read at this 
stage of the proceedings, a proposition which 
looks to that end; and without detaining the Se" 
ate further, I send it to the Chair, and ask to have 
it read now, giving notice to the Senate that 
shall, at the proper time, move it as a substitule 
for the original bill. 

I will remark further, in this connection, %" 
the substitute has undergone the revision 0! _ 
Committee on Public Lands; and, like the °" 
under consideration, has received their full = 
tion. If one be adopted, the other may a 
or better, be rejected; and it becomes a -_ 
question for the Senate to decide, whether * ey 


ion, that 
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be known to him in violation of the rules of the 
Post Office Department. 

Mr. JONES. Well, if the gentleman does not 
wish to answer the question, | will not press it. 
ut this is the condition of this case: The con- 
tractors had the contract; the Postmaster General 
made another contract with them for additional 
service at $24,000 per annum, with the condition 
that if he could not get authority to extend the 
whole contract for four years from the termination 
of the existing contract, he would pay them at the 
rate of $30,000 instead of $24,000. 

Mr. OLDS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. JONES. Now, if the Postmaster General 
has bids for transporting the mails upon this route 
which will be more advantageous to the Govern- 
ment than it would be to extend this contract, I 
think he should take a more advantageous bid, 

and pay the alternative contract of $30,000. 

Mr. OLDS. The gentleman interrupted my 
reply to his question; but | deem itimportant that 
I should finish what I had to say with reference to 
my knowledge of other bids, and what those bids 
were, 

Sir, one of the charges made the other day by 
the honorable gentleman from Kentucky against 
the Postmaster General was, that that officer did not 
permit him to go into the rooms of the clerks in 
the Poat Office Department, and himself examine 
the papers. Why, sir, suppose the Postmaster 
General should give permission of that kind to 
the public generally, what would be the result? 
W hat might be the result? 

If you extend this privilege to the Post Office 
Department, this rule should be adopted in all the 
Departments—even in the Department of the Sec- 
retary of State. Suppose that one of the honor- 
able members of Congress should desire to go 
into the Department of the Secretary of State and 
examine the secret correspondence on file in his 
office—correspondence in regard to which, when 
you call upon the President for copies of it, you 
always insert a provision ‘‘if he deems it not 
inexpedient with the public interests.’’ Yet the 
gentleman says if this rule was relaxed, gen- 
tlemen could go to the Post Office Department and 
get the bids, Precisely a case of this kind has 
occurred within three or four days. The bids to 
which the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Jones] 
refers were opened on the 10th of April by the 
Assistant Postmaster General. They were not 
known to the Postmaster General himself, but 
they were indorsed and opened in the presence of 
the assistants, and are entered upon the books; 
and no person has aright to know anything about 
them until they are declared publicly on the 25th 
day of April. A case occurred since the opening 
of these bids, on the 10th of the present month, 
like this: A contractor, who had offered a bid for 
a mail contract at $28,500, ascertained, in some 
manner—I do not know how—that he was under- 
bid. Upon an examination of the entries upon 
the books of the Department, it has been found titat 
that bid of $28,500 has been changed to $23,500. 

Mr, PHILLIPS. Upon what route? 

Mr.OLDS, Idogpotrecollect upon what route 
it was. The Postmaster General found it to be 
his duty to order the clerk of the Department, 
having charge of that particular desk, to give an 
account of himself. Another clerk in that De- 
partment addressed a communication to the Post- 
master General, declaring that the clerk who is 
ordered to give an account of himself is innocent 
of the charge. The Postmaster General says to 
him, ‘If you know this man is innocent, you 
must know who is guilty. Tell me who is the 
guilty person.’’ But he would not do it, not be- 
cause, it is supposed, that he himself has changed 
the bid, but that he is cognizant of the fact that 
the contracter himself has had access by some 
means or other to the books of the Depart- 
ment aid has seen the bids, and if the fact should 
be established upon the contractor, he would 
be forever precluded from making any further 
contracts. This clerk submits to the degrada- 
tion of resigning rather than implicate the guilty 
person in the transaction. I refer to this case to 
show the necessity of the rule established by the 
Postmaster General, that the papers in charge of 
the clerks in the different bureaus should not be 
submitted to the inspection of any person what- 
ever. 


Mr. GREY. The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. | 
Ops] puts a singular phase upon this affair. Have |, 





weany ‘‘ Statesecrets,’’ or records of delicate nego- 


tiations with foreign Governments, in the Post Office 
Department? | claimed theright, as a member of 
the Committee on the Post Officeand Post Roads, 
to make a personal examination of the ‘* public 
records,’’ with the aid and assistance of the 
clerks having charge of them in the public rooms, 
which the chairman of that committee [Mr. O_ps} 
knows was never before denied to the members 
of that committee or of Congress. He has often 
gone there, as well as myself, and never was 
denied the exercise of the privilege 1 claimed; and 
when I spoke to him of those new rules and regu- 
lations, he replied: ** 1 should like to see any of 
them refuse to allow me to go in and see the bids.”’ 
And yet he comes in here and makes the speech 
he has this morning, from which it might be 
inferred that | wished to examine the bids; yet, 
sir, he knows I wanted to see no such thing. He 
knows the unacted on bids are not ‘* public 
records.’’ All bids are locked up when received 
for the annual lettings until a certain day, of 
which notice is given in the printed advertisements 
of the Post Office Department, when the seal of 
each bid is broken in the presence of the Post- 
master General. ‘Then the clerks are locked up 
with them in certain specified rooms unul they 
record all of them (which have been received) 
into large books. ‘The doors of the rooms are 
locked until all the bids are thus recorded, and 
unul the Postmaster General has reviewed the 
bids and decided to which bid each contract shall 
be assigned. Up to that time they are the ** secret 
records’’ of the Post Office Department. Butfrom 
the time that those decisions are made, the doors 
are thrown open, the books are subject to inspec- 
tion, and all are, or have ever heretofore been, 
permitted to come in and examine them. 

Now, | ask any gentleman who is a member of 
this, or who was a member of any preceding Con- 
gress, if he has ever known a member of ‘Con- 
gress, a contractor, or bidder, to be refused the 


privilege of going to the clerks’ rooms to inspectthe | 
public records of the Department until since this | 


case for action? But now, forsooth, all who de- 
sire to look at the papers and books of the Depart- 


ment, are required to go into the room of the Post- | 


master or Assistant Postmaster General, and there 
await their pleasure to bring in the public records 
of the Department, that they may examine them. 
This is done by a Democratic Administration ! 
Why done, sir? 
smother and hide their doings? What member 
of this House has leisure to go through all that 
formula, and yield to all that ridiculous etiquette 
and nonsense sought to be enforced by an eastern 
and city gentleman now at the head of that Depart- 
ment. Sir, the Postmaster General sent a message 
to us requesting that we should sanction an illegal 
act of his, in order to give it validity. The mat- 
ter was referred for investigation to the committee 
of which I was a member. 


Is it in order to conceal and | 


1 introduced a reso- | 
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‘resolution day,’’ 
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April 19, 
any one member 
would, under the rules of the House, prevent m 
getting a vole upon them. One member did ob. 
ject, and I now give notice that I will, when it is i, 
order, again ask for copjes of those new rules which 
seem to have been ‘adopted to conceal the facts j 
regard to this particular case. o 

Mr. OLDS, (interrupting.) I am sorry to } 
obliged to interrupt the gentleman, but he ig Co 
tending his remarks somewhat, and I must re. 
sume what | have to say; and the gentleman will 
have an opportunity to bring up the matter on 
which he is speaking at some other time; and if 
he chooses, after I have finished my remarks, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I desire to ask 
the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Grey] one 
question before he takes his seat. Did I under. 
stand thegentleman, when he spoke upon this sy. 
ject some days ago, to state when he was told at the 
Post Office Department that he could not go into 
the rooms of the clerke to examine books or rer. 
ords, that the Assistant Postmaster General to\j 
him at the same time that he would send for all 
the books and papers appertaining to the subject 
which the gentleman wished to investigate, and 
that he would exhibit them to him in his room? 

Mr. GREY. He replied to me that he woul 
send a clerk for the books and papers, (I presume 
he meant for such as I desired to see,) and told 
me of the rules and regulations that had beep 
adopted. 

Mr. JONES. I recollect very distinetly that, 
during the last Administration, an order was made 
in the Pension Office that neither a member of this 
House or of the Senate could go into a clerk's 
room and look fora bounty land warrant, without 
first going to the Commissioner of Pensions, or to 
the chief clerk, and getting an order to permit 
him to do so. 

Mr. OLDS. And I am told that that rule is 
still enforced. 

Mr. JONES. Most frequently under that rule 
they sent for books and papers, and had them 
brought to the Commissioner’s or clerk’s room. 
Now, I ask the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. 
Grey] if there is any room in the Post Office De 
partment where they permit contractors to see 
any of these bids until they are opened and de- 


objectin 


cided upon by the Department and registered? | 


lution calling for information—for the facts in the | 


case, and for the data upon which the Postmaster 
General had assumed the privilege of making pri- 
vately a contract on a mail route for the next four 
years, when the law positively requires that he 
shall advertise and relet every four years to the 
lowest bidder. .The reply of the Postmaster Gen- 
eral was contradictory in itself—incomplete, and 
did not state the facts as they existed. 


Sir, | can establish, by the report itself, all I | 


have charged. The report, I say, does not state 
all the facts truly, but withholds some, and equiv- 


ocates insincerely as to others; therefore | desired | 


a personal examination. But lo and behold! His 
Honor had just then adopted an order, which 
said, in substance, ‘‘ If you are not satisfied with 
my report, you shall not have any additional informa- 
tion, nor the chance of detecting my errors.’’ Sir, 


if all had been honest and fair on those records, | 
would not he and his second assistant have desired 


an examination of their records? Secret recordsin 


regard to the making of mail contracts by the Post- | 


master General ! 
principles of this, the *‘ age of progress ?”’ 


Thus, sir, has the Postmaster General asked us | 


to indorse his illegal acts, and refused to permit us 
to see and know the data upon which he presumed 
to violate a positive law of Congress in regard to 
‘letting’? of mail contracts. I proposed to in- 
troduce into this Democratic House of Congress 
a resolution asking the Postmaster General for a 
copy of those new rules of his. But, it not being 


Sir, do you call that one of the | 


ask, further, if, when the bids are decided and 
registered, they are not, from that time, opened 
to the inspection of everybod y—contractors, bid- 
ders, and all other persons who wish to see them? 
Mr. GREY. The gentleman is well aware that 
I did not desire to see any bids. Sir, it was before 
the lettings now going on at the Department that 
I went to examine the facts in regard to this special 
contract of the Postmaster General, which he 
made last summer and fall, but which, by law, 
was obliged to be made now. Yes, sir, now, and 
at these present ‘‘ Jettings.’’ Sir, there are records 
in the Pension Office relating to private rights 
and the interests of poor widows and orphans, 
which ought not, perhaps, to be investigated by 
speculators, who thereby could ascertain the pen- 
sions due to minors, and thus buy them up 
for a mere song, before the heirs could find out 
their value. But the gentleman admits that by 
calling first on the Commissioner of Pensions, or 
chief clerk, he was allowed to go to the rooms 
and examine the “‘records.’’ But, sir, did the 
gentleman ever hear of a member of Congress 
being refused to examine the ‘ public records’ 
of that Department until after the Postmaster Gen- 
eral sent to Congress for their sanction of his 
conduct in regard to this mai) contract? That is 
the point, sir. ' 
Mr. OLDS. I wish to do my colleague justice 
in reference to this matter. At a meeting of the 
committee before the one in which he resigned his 
position as a member of that committee, the gen- 
tleman stated his griefs. I was not, at that time, 
aware of the existence of the order of the Post 
Office Department; for it had been my practice 
universally to go to the head of a Department, who 
sent for a clerk to come and give me the inform- 
ation I called for; and I did so now. 1 told that 
gentleman that I would go with him to the De- 
partment, and that we would have full access 
all the papers we desired to see. Perhaps I used 
the very language the gentleman has quoted this 
morning. I make this statement in justice to the 
gentleman, for I have always had a very hig 
regard for the gentleman from Kentucky, having 
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heen associated with him for three years upon the | 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, 
and I feel the same regard for him to-day. 

But, sir, the explanation which I have given to 
the House this morning, which the gentleman says 
| have made to go out to the public, | have not 
made at the request of the Postmaster General; 
neither have | communicated the facts which | 
h ve communicated as coming from him. He has 
called upon me to make no explanation in his be- 
half. | was only speaking of the necessity there 
is for such an order as the gentleman complains of 
having been made at the Department, and of which 
{| myself was ignorant until my attention was 
called to it by the complaint of the gentleman in 
this case. If the gentleman himself will reflect 
upon it fora moment, he will see the necessity 
there is for such a regulation. j 

Take another case in connection with this De- 
partment. Who does not know that removals take 
place every day in the Post Office Department, 
upon charges that do not go to the public, and | 
upon charges which, perhaps, the person himself 
has no knowledge of? Does the gentleman say 
that it would be right that members of Congress 
should be allowed to go into the room of the clerk 
having charge of the petitions for the appointment 
and removal of postmasters, and should have the 
privilege of examining all these petitions, and all 
the private correspondence in relation to them 
_ correspondence of members of Congress and 

others, for the purpose of making it public to the 
world? Should they be made acquainted with all 
these secrets, which are peculiarly the business of 
the Department ? ; : 

Why, suppose a charge is made against a post- 
master for robbing the mail, or suppose he him- 
self makes the charge against another. Suppose 
the charges and the evidence are such as to satisfy 
the Postmaster General, but not such as to war- 
rant him in instituting legal proceedings; but he 
thinks himself called upon, in the administration | 
of his Department, to remove the delinquent post- | 
master. Would the gentleman have these charges 
made public? Would not the making of them 
public remove the only means in his power of de- 
tecting the guilty postmaster, by putting him 
upon his guard? Mr. Speaker, it does seem to 
me that there is reason, and good reason, nay, sir, 
that there is a necessity, that such a regulation as 
is now complained of by the gentleman from 
Kentucky should exist in the various depart- 
ments of the Government. 

Now, sir, 1 have said what I have upon this 
subject, not as wishing to raise any hard feeling 

against the gentleman from Kentucky in the 
minds of the members of this House. I do not | 
believe thatany such exists. I certainly entertain 
none, and am sure no other gentleman does; but | 
I have made this reference because I feared that 
the resolutions which I have recommended for 
the adoption of the House, under the direction 
of the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads, might be prejudiced by the complaints 
made by the gentleman from Kentucky in refer- 
ence to this matter. Sir, I protest against any 
such prejudice being raised. What has the Post- 
master General done in relation to the matter? 
The gentleman from Kentucky offers a resolution 
calling upon him for copies of all correspondence 
concerning this case. And what is the reply of 
the Postmaster General? He transmits copies of 
every paper in the possession of the Department 
which was called for; and not only that, but he has 
marked them for the inspection of the gentleman 
from Kentucky, or any other member of the 
House. I challenge the gentleman from Kentucky, 
orany other gentleman upon this floor, to point to 
the first scintilla of evidence that has not been fur- 
nished by this correspondence, so that if there is 
anything wrong in the contract made with Messrs. 
Powell and Metcalfe, gentlemen can ascertain it 
for themselves. 

This, sir, is the condition of the case. 
Postmaster General sent his special agents to in- 
Vestigate the state of the service upon this mail 
route, and they reported to him that the service 
was not sufficient for carrying the mail upon it. 
The Chamber of Commerce of New Orleans made 
& special request of the Postmaster General for 
increased mail facilities on that route. 

Mr.GREY. Whatis the dateof the contract? 

Mr. PHILLIPS. It is not dated. 

Mr. OLDS. The date is not here. 


The. 


, his Department. 


Perhaps | 
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I am unable to give the date. I have not turned 
my attention to anything with regard to dates, 
seeing nothing wrong in the whole matter. 

Mr. GREY. Has the gentleman the copy of 
the memorial ? 

Mr. OLDS. 

Mr. GREY. Does it not give the date? 

Mr. OLDS. It does not. 

I say that there were complaints from the people 
all along the route at the feeble manner in which 
the mail service was performed, and calling for 
increased mail facilities; and your Postmaster 
General, as in duty bound, called on the postmas- 
ters along that route for information. Copies of 
that information have been given. He sentaspe- 
cial agent from the Post Office Department to make 
investigation. His report is also given. The 
report recommended that the service should be put 
on the river. ‘The Postmaster General asked for 
bids from the steamboat owners, and the lowest 
bid that he received for the performance of the 
service was $50,000 for six months, which was at 
the rate of $100,000 per annum. Now, what 
could the Postmaster General do? The people 
demanded this increase of mail facilities; the bids 
of the steamboat owners were too exorbitant. He 
could not make a contract of that kind. He then 
called on Messrs. Metcalfe and Powell, who had 
the existing contract, for a proposition for double 
daily service for running two coaches. They 
were willing to perform it for a pro rata compen- 
sation. They were receiving $36,000, and they 
were willing to perform double service for $36,000 
more, which would make $72,000 per annum— 
still $28,000 less than the lowest bid put in by the 
steamboat owners for the performance of the same 
service. 

The Postmaster General, after the fullest inves- 
tigation, made an offer to Messrs. Metcalfe and 
Powell that the double daily service should be 
performed for $24,000 in addition to what they 
already received. ‘They were unwilling to make 
this contract. They were unwilling for that com- 
pensation to double their stock on the road, to 
enlarge their stabling, which they would have to 
do if they entered into the contract. To do so 
would require an outlay of $30,000, which, if 
they did not get a continuance of the contract 
from the 30th of June next, would be thrown on 
their hands as lost. . They objected then to enter- 
ing into the contract unless they had some kind 
of assurance from the Postmaster General that 
they could be continued in that service for four 
years longer. The Postmaster General had no 
power to make the contract beyond the 30th day 
of June; but, as an inducement to these men to 
take that contract and expend their $30,000 in 
increase of stock and stabling, and in repairing 
the road—*for Mr. Powell himself expended 
$15,000 in building a bridge on the road at his 
own expense—the Postmaster General gave them 
the assurance that he would make a recommend- 
ation to Congress that the contract shouid be 
continued four years longer. 

Now there is not a particle of evidence to show 
that it is more than the service is worth. On the 
contrary the evidence is that it is not beyond the 
real value of the service to be performed. There 
is not a particle of evidence that bids would be 
put in at a lower rate. 

But the point which I wish to urge upon the 
consideration of the House is this: Messrs. Pow- 
elland Metcalf, have been induced to take this con- 
tract and make an outlay of $30,000, upon the 
supposition that the Congressof the United States 
would extend their contract four years longer; and 
if this contract is ‘to be abrogated, or if Congress 
should refuse its assent to the extension of the 
contract, and itis let to the lowest bidders, and 
they shall not be the lowest bidders, they will in- 
cura loss of $25,000 or $30,000 in consequence 
of having acted on what they supposed would be, 
and what really is, the recommendation of the 
Postmaster General that the contract should be 
continued four yea-s longer. 

There is not a particle of evidence to show that 
everything about the contract has not been fair. 
I believe, on my honor, that a fair and just con- 
tract has been made by the Postmaster General, 
in accordance with his usual desire to advance the 
interests of the country in the administration of 
For | believe that if Postmaster 

General Campbell has a fault at all, it is that of 


I have. 


| being too close and economical im the admuinistra- 
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tion of his department of the Government, rather 
than that he is at all disposed to lend himself to 
anything that looks like over-payment for any 
service that may be performed. 

Now, | ask the House, under these circumstan- 
ces, with this understanding upon the part of 
Messrs. Powell and Metcalfe, that they should 
have the contract for four years longer, Congress 
assenting to the same—l ask if it is just that we 
should refuse to pass this resolution, and throw 
the loss upon these individuals who have come in 
to the aid of the Post Office Department in the 
very hour of its need, and throw this loss upon 
them in consequence of their liberality, and their 
desire to advance the interests of the Post Office 
Department? 

I think the resolution ought to pass; and, to make 
it effective, it ought to be passed at once; for, if it 
is not passed before the 25th of this month, the 
bids which have been made under the advertise- 
ments will then be declared, and it will be too late, 
because the Postmaster General must then award 
the contract to the lowest bidder, whether the low- 
est bid be $150,000, $100,000, or $50,000. I hope, 
therefore, that the House will at once put the 
resolution upon its passage. I am willing, how- 
ever, that any gentleman shall now have the floor 
who wishes to speak in opposition to the resolu- 
tion. Does the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. 
Grey] desire to speak in opposition to it? 

Mr. GREY. | desire to say a few words only. 

Mr. OLDS. Before yielding the floor, in order 
to prevent the bill from going into the fifth class 
of business on the Speaker’s table, in case a mo- 
tion should be made and carried to proceed to the 
business on the Speaker’s table, I desire to submit 
a motion to recommit the bill to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

[Mr. HENN, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported back as correctly enrolled, the fol- 
lowing bills; which thereupon received the signa- 
ture of the Speaker: 

An act for the relief of John Guzman, of Lou- 
isiana; and 

An act establishing a land office in the lower 
peninsula of Michigan. 

Mr. GREY. Mr. Speaker, the subject-matter 
of this resolution does not immediately interest 
me or my constituents. When it was first brought 
up before this House | was not in my seat, but 
coming in while it was under discussion, I learned 
that it was a contract in violation of the general 
laws governing the ‘lettings ’’ of mail contracts, 
that it was a contract made under the discretionary 
power of the Postmaster General. That, sir, 
drew my attention to it more particularly than any- 
thing else, because, by and under the exercise of 
these ‘* discretionary powers”’ and privileges, in 
violation of the laws of the country, the State which 
you and | in part represent, have, | will not say 
been swindled by the Post Office Department out 
of $10,000 per annum, by the operation of that 
dangerous ‘discretionary power;”’ 1 do not like 
to use the word ‘* swindled.”’ But I will say, 
here, that the State of Kentucky has been un- 
justly and illegally charged about $100,000 within 
the last year for mail facilities and about half that 
sum per year previous, under a contract made in 
violation of law, and now continued, and the service 
upon which has never been performed in accord- 
ance with the terms and stipulations of that illegal 
contract. Nor has it benefited, but has been of 
actual injury and prejudice to our mail facilities 
in Kentucky. 

That is a matter, Mr. Speaker, about which 
you and I had some conversation during last Con- 
gress, and went together to the Post Office Depart- 
ment to see about; and | then protested against it, 
and insisted the contract on that route should be 
** let’? according to law, and to the advertisements 
then published for bids upon it. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Alabama. I wish to ask the 
gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Grey) when 
the contract of which he speaks was made ? 

Mr.GREY. When the contract in Kentucky 
was made? 

Mr. HARRIS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. GREY. If the House will allow me the 
digression, I will, if he desires it, explain to the 
gentleman. In 1850 the contract was let to carry 
the mail from Louisville to St. Louis, by the way 
of the Ohio river, for $10,000 a year, by J.C. 

Suckles, or Backles and a partner, perhaps. 
| There was some personal disagreement between 


* 


—, 


aXe 


arora am. oa paqaey 
enema li Ly wena 


ote 


% 








Suckles and the present Second Assistant. Post- 
master General, which induced the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads of the last and 
this Congress to believe that Buckles had 
unjustly dealt with. Buckles was seriously fined, 
his pay withheld from him, his contract forfeited, 
and given to Messrs. Sherlock and Shirley, without 
advertisement for bids, but under this odious ** dis- 
cretionary power,’’ ata much higher price of com- 
pensation than had been given to Buckles. Sher- 
lockand Shirley performed the service so badly that 
complaints were loud and universal, and Congress, 
in August, 1852, passed an act which made it the 
**duty of the Postmaster General to issue pro- 
posals and contract for the transportation of the 
mails’’ on that route. 

Accordingly, on the 3lst December, 1852, ad- 
vertisements were published by the then Post- 
master General for bids for the service, ‘* on suit- 
able and eafe steamboats,’’ for four years from Ist 
of July, 1853. Ist. From Louisville to 
ville and back, daily. 2d. From Evansville to 
Cairo and. back, daily. 3d. Between Cairo and 
St. Louis, daily. The bids to be received at the 
Post Office Department by 10th February, 1853, 
to be considered and decided on by the Ist March, 
and service to commence the Ist July, 1853. 
Well, sir, in January, 1853, Mr. Shirley came on 
here, and obtained an extra allowance upon his 
contract, (which I believe was then at about 
$40,000 per anonum,) running his pay up to 
$70,000 per annum; and from Ist February, 1853, 
until the service should commence upon the new 
contracts, that is, those to be let Ist March, 1853. 
This extra allowance contract to Shirlock and 
Shirley was recommended by the present Second 
Assistant Postmaster General. | protested against 
it, for | knew it was in violation of law, and | 
believed it would tend to fix the price for that 
service from Louisville to St. Louis at $70,000 
per annum, which was greatly above the steam- 
boat daily service between Louisville and Cincin- 
nati, (which is $10,500 for one hundred and forty- 
two miles.) | knew, too, that Shirley and Shirlock 
had never performed the service with any regu- 
larity; for the district | represent fronts upon the 
Ohio river for hundreds of miles, and, sir, | believe 
it was the desire of the present Second Assistant 
Postmaster General to afford to Shirlock and Shir- 
ley the means by this $70,000 to get their line of 
packets so regularly established from Louisville 
to St. Louis before the new contract could be 
ready to commence operation, that the new con- 
tractors could not compete with their opposition 
line, and would be thus compelled to give up to 
Shirley and Shirlock their contracts. 

The bids were filed, and on the 2d March, 1853, 
Messrs. Glover and Mather were informed by an 
** official”’ letter signed by Mr. Dundas, inferming 
them that their bids had been accepted for the 
routes from Louisville to Evansville, Evansville 


been 


Evans- 


to Cairo, (and several other routes,) the whole of 


them at the annual compensation of $450,000. 

On the 12th March, 1853, Mr. Dundas wrote 
again to Messrs. Glover and Mather, that he was 
instructed by the present Postmaster General to 
inform them that he had not yet had time ** to ex- 
amine the matter of the acceptance”’ of their bids 
for these routes, ‘* but that it is his intention to 
reconsider the acceptance as soon as he can find 
tume to give it his attention.’’ 

The result was a reconsideration and an annul- 
ment of their ‘acceptance ”’ as contractors on 13th 
March, 1853; and in lieu changes and modifications 
were made under that ‘discretionary power,’’ and 
a contract finally agreed upon atthe annual compen- 
sation of $297,975, for various steamboat routes, 
twice daily, on the Ohio and Mississippi rivers, 
&c., to commence on the Ist December, 1853. This 
contract was dated on the 20th day of May, all 
written out in due form and fully executed, and 
endorsed ‘signed, sealed, and delivered by the 
Postmaster General, in the presence of James N. 
Davis,’’ ** and by the other parties in the presence 
of W. P. Young,’ and several other witnesses, 
whose names are attached. 


Well, sir, all would here naturally expect an | 


end to the exercise of that ‘' discretionary power.”’ 
But no, not yet. The contractors went West, 
procured boats, had everything ready and incom- 
pate trim, and on the morning of the lst Decem- 
yer, 1853, presented their boats and demanded the 
mails. But, lo aad behold, a letter from the Post- 
master General, dated 26th November, 1853, 





addressed to the ** mail agent’’ at Louisville, in- | 


formed him not to give the mail to the contractors 
unless they would agree not to carry any freight— 
nothing but mails and passengers on any of their 
boats. ‘This, too, when there was no such pro- 
i rhibition in the contract, which he, as 
Postmaster General of the United States, had exe- 
euted. All had turned out as | had anticipated. 
‘Those favorites, Messrs. Shirlock and Shirley, 
had all this while been conveying the mails daily 
from Louisviile in boats to St. Louis, and are yet 
doing so. 

‘The mails are carried from Louisville by stages, 
across Illinois, to St. Louis. Therefore, the river 
matl was established solely to supply the interme- 
diate offices on the river between Louisville and 
St. Louis. If it fails to supply these offices, it is 
valueless and worthless; it is a fraud upon the 
people along those rivers, and a swindle upon the 
‘Lreasury. 


Vision OF } 


Although these contractors sail their mail boats 
along up and down thertvers both ways daily, with 
jreights, passengers, and mails, yet the interme- 
diate offices in my district, which ought to have 
been supplied datly both by up and down boats, 
would have been much better off without any 
river mail at ail, for then their mails would have 
been sent by land routes, where the contractors 
do their duty. 

[ have remonstrated personally, and by letters, 
with the Postmaster General, and with his Sec- 

| ond Assistant. I have sent them newspaper com- 
plaints, and those sent me by private correspond- 
ents, but all to no purpose. ‘These favorite con- 
tractors, Messrs. Shirlock and Shirley, must be 
protected, and secured in their monopoly of the 
**packet line’’ from Louisville to St. Louis, wheth- 
er they furnish ** matl facilities’’ or not. 

There is now for that service paid to Shirlock 
and S uriey $70,000 per year; then to the ** route 
agents,’? mail messengers, local agents, &c., 
enough to swell it up toabout $100,000; all of which 


is charged to Kentucky for ‘*inail facilities’’ in that | 


State. ‘Thus the law of August, 1852, making it 
the ‘*duty of the Postmaster General ”’ to ‘let 
out’? that river mail service to the lowest bidder, 
is disregarded and violated by this ** discretionary 
power’? to favor and fatten ‘* pet contractors,”’ 
at an enormous cost to, and shameful disregard of, 
the rights and interests of Kentucky. 

Then | would ask the gentleman from Alabama 
[Mr. Harris] if | have not reasons for exerting 
what little influence | may have in order to puta 
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check upon official corruption resulting from dis- | 


creuonary powers by a Postmaster General and 
his assistants, who disregard all laws and moral 
obligations in relation tocontracts? During these 
negotiations, Mr. Dundas, | am informed, often 
tried to induce Mr. Glover to agree @o let Shir- 
lock and Shirley have that contract from Louisville 


to St. Louis; often said to Glover, ** You had bet- | 


ter let Shirley and Shirlock have that route,’’ and 
** You will have to let Shirley and Shirlock have 
that route. They have the boats on it, and al- 


ready stocked,’’&c., &c.—substantially as above. | 
Now, Mr. Speaker, in relation to this Mont- | 


gomery and Mobile route 

Mr. HAVEN, (interrapting.) Has the morn- 
ing hour expired? 

The SPEAKER, It has expired. 

Mr. HAVEN. I do not like to interrupt the 
gentleman from Kentucky; but if he will yield me 
the floor, | will move that the rules be suspended, 





and that the House resolve itself into the Commit- | 


tee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. GREY. I will yield for that purpose, if I 
can have the floor in the morning to finish my 
remarks. 

The SPEAKER. Thegentleman will be enti- 
tled to the floor when the resolution again comes 

| under consideration. f 
Mr. HAVEN. I make the motion because | 
}am anxious that the West Point Academy bill 
should be disposed of; and I think the committee 
will finish it in a short time, if the House will go 
into committee. 

Mr. BISSELL. 
gestion. 

| from 
House will indulge me, I will state the reason in 
about three words. There is a bill upon the 
Speaker’s table known as the bill making appro- 

{} ce of land to the different States for the 
| benefit of the indigent insane. I hope the motion 


| hope the motion of the gentleman 


I wish to make a single sug- | 


New York will not prevail; and if the | 
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of the gentleman from New York will not prevail 
but that the House will proceed to the considers, 
. . . a. 
tion of the business upon the Speaker’s table, w,, 

: ae : ’ t 
a view of disposing of this bill. 

The question was put on the motion; and there 
were, on a division—ayes 54. 

Mr. WHEELER. I demand tellers. 

‘Tellers were ordered ; and Messrs. Harris, of 
Alabama, and Cox, were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the motion Was 
disagreed to, tne tellers having reported—uayes 49 
noes not counted. ’ 

So the House refused to resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union» 

Mr. BISSELL. I move that the House 4, 
now proceed to the consideration of the business 
on the Speaker’s tuble. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Alabama. I wish to appeal ;, 
my friend from Illinois to permit the bill which has 
been under consideration nearly all the mornino 
to be disposed of. It is a matter of some impor. 
ance to the contractors. 

Mr. BISSELL. We have already got to the 
business which I have proposed. I must adhere 
to my motion. 

The question was taken on the motion to go ty 
the business on the Speaker’s table; and there 
were, on a division—ayes 61. 

Mr. BISSELL. I demand tellers on the mo. 
tion. 

Mr. WHEELER. 
call of the House. 
quorum present. 

The question was taken; and the House refuse 
to order a call of the House. 

Tellers were ordered; anc Messrs. Crivemay, 
and Harris of Alabama, were appointed. 

The question was then put; and the tellers 
reported—ayes 67, noes 48; no quorum voting. 

Mr. HAMILTON. I call for the yeas and 
nays. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then put; and it was decided 
in the affirmative—yeas 76, nays 70; as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Appleton, Ball, Beleher, Bennett, Ben- 
eon, Benton, Bissell, Bugg, Carpenter, Chandler, Chureh- 
well, Cobb, Cook, Corwin, Crocker, Cullom, Cutting, 
Thomas Davis, Edgerton, Edmands, Thomas D. Eliot, El- 
lison, English, Etheridge, Giddings, Grey, Aaron Harlan, 
Harrison, Hastings, Haven, Hiester, Howe, Hughes, Hunt, 
Kerr, Kittredge, Knox, Lilly, Lindley, Lyon, McDougall, 
Maurice, Middleswarih, John G. Miller, Mordecai Oliver, 
Parker, Peck, Peckham, Pratt, Puryear, David Ritchie, 
Thomas Ritchey, Rogers, Sage, Sapp, Seymour, Skelton, 
William R. Smith, Hestor L. Stevens, Stratton, David 
Stuart, John L. Taylor, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Thurston, 
Tracy, Upham, Vail. Wade, Walley, Ellihu 8. Washburne, 
Israel Washburn, Tappan Wentworth, Wheeler, Yates, 
and Zollicoftfer—76. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, David J. Bailey, Barksdale, 
Barry, Bell, Bocock, Boyee, Bridges, Caskie, Clirisman, 
Clingman, Colquitt, Cox, Craige, Curtis, John G. Davis, 
Dawson, Dean, Dent, Drum, Dunbar, Eddy, Edmundson, 
Join M. Elliott, Faulkner, Florence, Goode, Greenwood, 
Grow, Hamilton, Andrew J. Harlan, Sampson W. Harris, 
Wiley P. Harris, Henn, Hibbard, Ingersoll, Daniel T. Jones, 
George W. Jones, J. Giancy Jones, Roland Jones, Keilt, 
Kidwell, Kurtz, Latham, Leteher, Lindsley, Macdonald, 
McNair, Maxwell, Mayall, Smith Miller, Murray, Olds, 
Phelps, Phillips, Powell, Richardson, Robbins, Ruffin, 
Seward, Shannon, Shower, Gerrit Smith, Samuel A. Smith, 
George W. Smyth, John J. Taylor, Walbridge, Warren, 

| Wells, and Witte—70. 

So the motion was agreed to; and the House 
accordingly proceeded to the business on the 
Speaker’s table. 

A bill of the following title was then taken up, 
read a first and second time by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands: — 

An act for the relief of the Burlington Univer- 
sity, in lowa. 

Mr. PHELPS. I move that the House resolve 
itself into the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

Mr. BISSELL. 
object? 

Mr. PHELPS. The object isto dispose of the 
Military Academy bill, and then take up the defi- 
ciency bill. : 

The question was then takén on Mr. Puetrs s 
motion; and, on a division, there were—ayes 49, 
noes not counted. 

So the motion was disagreed to. 

LANDS FOR THE INDIGENT INSANE. 

Bill of the following title was then taken up from 
the Speaker’s table: . bh 

An act making a grant of public lands to mn 

| several States of the Union for the benefit of indi- 
| gent insane persons. 
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rhe SPEAKER. 1 

eefer this bill to the Committee of the Whole 

state of the Union, and a demand has been 
e previous question. 

BISSELL. 1! hope the demand for the pre- 


There is a motion pending 


on tne 


Vir < 
suestion will be sustained, and that the mo- 
“ refer the bill to the Committee of the Whole 
‘ 2 . * ’ 
re of the Union will not prevail, as that 
. rractically a defeat of the bill. I ask 
che bill may be read; it is not long. 
e Clerk read the bill. 
. , . . 1 9 
vir, BOYCE. I move to lay the bill upon the 
“\ir. PECK demanded the yeas and nays; which 
ikea 
wr euLe > } 
Phe question was then put; and there were— 
ie 48, nays 91; as follows: 
yepAs—Messrs. Aiken, David J. Bailey, Barksdale, 
norry, Bell, Boeack, Boyce, Caskie, Chri-inan, Colguitt, 
Craze, Joun G. Davis, Dean, Dent, Eddy, Edmundson, 


yer, Giddings, Goode, Greenwood, Grow, Hamilton, 
con W. Harris, Wiley P. Harris, Hastings, Hibbard, 
i’. Jones, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Kid- 
vell, Leteher, Lindsiey, McNair, Maxwell, Mayall, Mur- 
ray, Phelps, Phitlips, Powell, Robbins, Ruffin, Seward, 
2hannon, shower, Gerrit Sinith, George W. Smyth, Wells, 
Witte—45. 
y -—Messrs. Appleton, Ball, Banks, Belcher, Ben 
fenson, Bissell, Bridges, Bugg, Carpenter, Chandler, 


( chwell, Cobb, Cook, Corwin, Cox, Crocker, Curtis, | 
Cuuiog, Thomas Davis, Dawson, Dickinson, Drum, Dun- 
bar. Edmands, Thomas D. Eliot, Ellison, English, Ether 


_ Farley, Fenton, Florence, Grey, Aaron Harlan, An- 
}. Hartan, Harrison, Haven, Hiester. Howe, Hughes, 
Huot. Ingersoll, Kerr, Knox, Kurtz, Latham, Lilly. Lind- 
in, Mace, Maurice, Middleswarth, John G. Miller, | 
» Miller, Mordeeai Oliver, Parker, Peck, Peckhaa, | 
pratt, Puryear, Richardson, David Ritchie, Thos. Ritchey, 


Rogers, Sage, Sapp, Seymour, Skelton, Samuel A. Smith, 


Wiiltam B 
Staton, David Stuart, John J. Taylor, John L. Taylor, 


. Smith, Richard H. Stanton, Hestor L. Stevens, | 


Nathaniel G. Taylor, Thurston, Tracy, Tweed, Upham, | 


\ - Walbridg . Walley, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel 
Washbura, Joon Wentworth, Tappan Wentworth, Wheel- 
Yates, and Zolhieotter—91. 
So the House refused to lay the bill upon the 
tale 
ir. BISSELL. 
>demand for the previous question. 


[ hope the House will sustain | 


I'he [louse was divided on the second; and there | 


were—ayes 56, noes not counted. 

Mr. PHELPS. I moveacall of the House. 
1 want.a vote of more than one hundred and thirty- 
‘ers upon this bill. 


hine me 
refused a eall. 

Mr. COBB. 
wish to see itamended as Miss Dix desires. I 
would ask the Chair what will be the effect of sus- 
taining the previous question? 

Vie SPEAKER. If the previous question be 
sustained, it will cut off all amendments and all 
discussion, and bring the House to a vote upon 
the proposition to commit the bill; and, if that fails, 
then ulamately upon the passage of the bill. The 
question now is upon seconding the demand for 
bale previous question. 
ss Vellers were demanded, and ordered; and 
Alessrs. Vat and Wirre were appointed. 

Che question was then taken; and the tellers 
reported—ayes 69, noes 42; no quorum voting. 

Mr. DEAN, 
upon that [ demand the yeas and nays. 

Mr. WHEELER. I move that the House do 
now adjourn. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 

call for the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were not ordered. 


The question was then taken; and the House 
refused to adjourn. 


he question was then taken; and the House | 


I am a friend to this bill, and I | 


| move a call of the House; and | 


Upon that motion | 


Mr. HAMILTON. I move that there be acall 


of the House. 


The SPEAKER. That is the pending motion, 
and upon that proposition the yeas and nays have 
been demanded. 

Mr. DEAN. 


I withdraw the call for the yeas 
and nays 


. 1€ question was then put, and the House 
refused a call. 
Mr. COBB. 
previous 
clai 


_ I rise to a point of order. The 
question has not been seconded, and [ 
m the right to offer an amendment. Now, what 
rr the Journal say upon that point of order? 
= HAMILTON. I rise to a question of 
the fr. Itis, that there is not a quorum here for 
ransaction of business. 
Mr. COBB. [claim the floor. 


wan PHELPS. [rise toa question of order. 


; but | insist upon the motion for a call. *| 
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be true, thatthe demand for the previous question 
has not been seconded, stil] the motion to commit 
is pending, which would cut off any motion to 
amend. 

The SPEAKER. That is true; but, in addition 
to that, a demand for the previous quesuon was 
made, 

Mr. COBB. 
was made. 

‘The SPEAKER. That isa question of fact, 
upon which the Chair apprehends the Journal of 
the House and the gentleman from Alabama will 
differ. 

Mr. COBB. I understand the Journal states 
that the gendeman from Virginia [Mr. Lercner) 
demanded the previous question. Now, the gen- 
tleman from Virginia has informed me that he did 
not make any such demand. 

Mr. LETCHER. If the Journal states that I 
demanded the previous question, there must be 
some mistake about it. I have no recollection of 
any such thing. 

The SPEAKER. The Journal itself is not 
present. There is an indorsement upon the bill, 
to the effect that the gentleman from Virginia de- 
manded the previous question upon it. 

Mr. LETCHER. ‘There is some 
about it. 

The SPEAKER. The regular proceedings of 
the House show that it was the gentleman from 
Indiana [Mr. Henpricks} who made the demand. 

Mr. COBB. I had been informed that it was 
the gentleman from Virginia. 

TheSPEAKER. That was merely an indorse- 
ment upon the bill, and a mistake. The Chair 
will count the House, and ascertain whether there 
is a quorum present. 

A count having been made, the Speaker an- 
nounced that one hundred and thirty-seven mem- 
bers (a quorum) were present. 


[Mr. HENN, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported as correctly enrolled bills of the 
following titles; which were accordingly signed by 
the Speaker: 


Bat I deny that any such demand 


mistake 


An act to authorize the school commissioners of | 
| fractional township number one, of range ten, in 


Alabama, to locate one half section of land for 
school purposes; and 

An act to amend the third section of the act 
making appropriations for the civil and diplomatic 
expenses of the Government for the year ending 
June 30, 1854, and for other purposes. } 


The question now being upon seconding the 
demand for the previous question, the tellers— 
Messrs. V ain ial Mace—resumed their places. 

The question was then put; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 80, noes 38; there was a second. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The question recurs on 
ordering the main question to be now put. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I demand tellers. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

Mr. SEWARD. I move that the House do 
now adjourn. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
disagreed to. 

The question now recurring, ‘* Shall the main 
question be now put?”’ 

Mr. COBB. On that 1 demand the yeas and 
nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. WARREN. I move that the House do 
now adjourn. 

The question was put; and it was decided in the 
negative. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 


The question was then taken on ordering the 


main question; and it was decided in the affirma- | 


tive—yeas 85, nays 53; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Appleton, Ball, Banks, Belcher, Bell, 
Bennett, Benson, Bissell, Bridges, Bugg, Carpenter, Chand 
ler, Churchwell, Clark, Cook, Corwin, Cox, Crocker, Cul- 
lom, Cutting, Thomas Davis, Dawson, Dickinson, Dunbar, 
Edmands, Thomas D. Eliot, Ellison, English, Etheridge, 
Farley, Florence, Grey, Aaron Harlan, Andrew J. Harlan, 
Harrison, Haven, Hiester, Howe, Hughes, Hunt, Kerr, 
Knox, Kurtz, Latham, Lilly, Lindley, Lyon, McDougall, 
Mace, Maurice, Middieswarth, John G. Miiler, Mordecai 
Oliver, Parker, Peck, Peckham, Pratt, Puryear, David 
Ritchie, Thomas Ritchey, Rogers, Sage, Sapp, Seymour, 
Skelton, Samuel A. Sinith, William R. Smith, Richard H. 
Stanton, Stratton, David Stuart, John L. Taylor, Nathaniel 
G. Taylor, Thurston, Tracy, Upham. Vail, Walbridge. Wal- 
ley, Elihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, John Went- 
worth, Tappan Wentworth, Wheeler, Yates, nd Zollicof- 
fer —85. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, David J. Bailey, Barksdale, 


e fact stated by the gentleman from Alabama |! Barry, Benton, Boyce, Caskie, Chrisman, Clingman, Cobb, 
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Colquitt, Craige, Curtis, John G. Davis, Dean, Dent, Eddy, 
Edmundson, Faulkner, Fenton, Giddings, Goode, Green- 
wood, Grow, Hamilton, Sampson W. Harris, Wiley P 
Harris, Hastings, Henn, Hibbard, Daniel T. Jones, George 
Ww. Jones, J. Giaacy Jones, Kidweil, Kutredge, Lete ber, 
Lindsley, Macdonald, Smith Miller, Murray, Pheips, Phil- 
lips, Powell, Robbins, Ruthin, Seward, Shannon, Shower, 
Gerrit Smith. George W. Smeth, John J. ‘Taylor, Wade, 
and Witte—53. 





So the main question was ordered to be now 
put, being first upon the motion to refer the bill to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. BISSELL. If that motion prevails it will, 
of course, kill the bill. 

Mr. PHELPS. 
upon it. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. BISSELL. I understand that a wrong 
impression exists in the minds of some gentlemen 
as to the effect of the vote now to be taken. 

Mr. CRAIGE. 1 call the gentleman to order. 

Mr. BISSELL. To refer the bill now to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
is, of course, to defeatit. Those whoare in favor 
of the bill should, therefore, vote against the mo- 
tion to refer. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will remind the 
gentleman that debate is not in order. 

Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. I move that the 
House do now adjourn. 

The question was put; and it was decided in the 
negative. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

The question was then put on the motion to 
refer the bill to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, and it was decided in the 
negative—yeas 53, nays 81; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, David J. Bailey, Barksdale, Bar- 
ry, Bell, Benton, Bocock, Boyce, Caskie, Chrisman, Cling- 
man, Colquitt, Craige, John G. Davis, Dean, Dent, Eddy, 
Edmundson, John M. Elliot, Pautkner, Giddings. Goode, 
Greenwood, Grow, Hamiltoa, Wiley P. Harris, Hestings, 
Hibbard, Daniel 1’. Jones, George W. Jones, Roland Jones, 
Kidwell, Kittredge, Letcher, Lindsley, Smith Miller, Mar- 
ray, Olds, Phelps, Phillips, Powell, Robbins, Ruffin, Sew- 
ard, Shannon, Shower, Gerrit Smith, George W. Smyth, 
Richard H. Stanton, John J. Taylor, Wade, and Witte—53. 

NAYS—Messrs. Appleton, Ball, Banks, Belcher, Ben- 
nett, Benson, Bissell, Bridges, Bugg, Carpenter, Chandler, 
Churchwell, Clark, Corwin, Cox, Crocker, Cullom, Cut- 
ting, Thomas Davis, Dawson, Dunbar, Edmands, Thomas 
D. Eliot, Eltison, English, Etheridge, Fariey, Fenton, Fior- 
ence, Grey, Aaron Harlan, Harrison, Haven, Henn, Hies- 
ter, Howe, Hughes, Hunt, Kerr, Knox, Kurtz, Latham, 
Lilly, Lindley, Lyon, Maurice, Middleswarth, Jotin G. Mil- 
ler, Mordecai Oliver, Parker, Peck, Peckham, Pratt, Pur- 
year, David Ritchie, ‘Thomas Ritchey, Rogers, Sage, Sapp, 
Seymour, Skelton, Samuel A. Smith, William R. Smith, 
Stratton, David Stuart, John L. Taylor, Nathaniel G. Tay- 
lor, Thurston, Tracy, Upham, Vail, Walbridge, Walley, 
Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, John Wentworth, 
Tappan Wentworth, Wheeler, Yates, and Zollicoffer—81. 


So the motion was disagreed to. 

The question recurred upon ordering the bill to 
be read a third time. 

Mr. BISSELL. I believe the previous question 
is not exhausted. 

The SPEAKER. It is not exhausted, nor will 
it be until the House shall have voted on ordering 
the bill to a third reading. 

Mr. DENT. I move that the House do now 
adjourn. 

Mr. HAMILTON. 
nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question was then put; and it was decided 
in the negative. 

So the House again refused to adjourn. 

The bill was then ordered to a third reading, 
and was subsequently read the third time. 

Mr. BISSELL. | move the previous question 
on the passage of the bill. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I rise to a privileged 
question. I moveto reconsider the vote by which 
the bill was ordered to a third reading; and I do it 
for the purpose of asking a question of the gen- 
tleman from I[ilinois. 

‘ ¢Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. 
late? 

The SPEAKER. It is not. The gentleman 
from North Carolina has a right to submit the 
motion, and to be heard upon it. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I do not know exactly 
the position in which the bill is placed, and I do 
not desire to occupy the time of the House in 
making a speech upon it. 

Mr. BISSELL. Is the gentleman from North 
|| Carolina entitled to the floor while we were in the 

act of dividing? 


l ask for the yeas and nays 


I call for the yeas and 


Is not the motion too 


“ 
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The SPEAKER. Before the count was had, 
the gentleman from North Carolina rose, and 
moved to sanediber the vote by which the bill 
was ordered to be engrossed, and read the third 
time. 

Mr. BISSELL. The House was in the act of 
dividing, wien the gentleman from North Carolina 
made his motion to reconsider. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair had not counted 
atall. He had only commenced to count when 
the gentleman from North Carolina rose and made 
his motion. ‘There wag an example of this kind 
on yesterday, and the Chair would not vary the 
yractice, 

Mr. BISSELL. I wish to understand what the 
motion of the gentleman from North Carolina is? 

The SPEAKER. It is to reconsider the mo- 
tion by which the bill was ordered to be engrossed, 
and read the third time. 

Mr. BISSELL. I move to lay the motion to 
reconsider upon the table. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I shall give the gentleman 
from Iliinois an opportunity to make that mouon 
in a few minutes. 

Mr. BISSELL. I desire to ask the Chair, if 
my motion, upon which the House was in the act 
of dividing, is not a privileged motion ? 

The SPEAKER. It isa privileged motion, but 
the motion made by the gentleman from North 
Carolina is a privileged motion of a still higher 
character. If the House had seconded the demand 
for the previous question, and ordered the main 
question to be put, the Chair could not have en- 
tertained the proposition to reconsider; but before 
the Chair had announced the result of a count, 
the gentleman from North Carolina rose in his 
place, and made the motion to reconsider. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. 1 amsurprised to see this 
uneasiness manifested by gentlemen. I did not 
intend to oecupy the time of the House more than 
a single moment, when I first arose and addressed 
the Chair. I desire to know if the bill does not 


contain certain limitations upon the States with 
reference to the mode of disposing of the money; 
in other words, whether it does not as it stands— 
I wil! not trouble the House by having it reread— 
require the States to expend this money in a par- 


ticular manner as indicated in the bill? I under- 
stand the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Brsse.v] to 
admitthat it does. My opposition, then, I would 
say, rests upon these features of the bill. I will 
waive the general question. Gentlemen may take 
it for granted that Congress has a right to give 
land to the States, and divide it among them ac- 
cording to the Federal population, or any other 
equitable mode. | am now taking no exception to 
that principle. I hold that when you do it, when 
you give land to the States, that you have no 
right to control their expenditure of what becomes 
their’s absolutely by your gift—at any rate, to re- 
quire them to do what this Government itself 
cannot constitutionally do. 

For example, in order that gentlemen may un- 
derstand my point—and I shall be gratified if they 
can meet it--t hold that this Federal Government 
has no jurisdiction over the lunatics or paupers 


in North Carolina, nor any right to take care of | 


them; that this Government has no authority, un- 
der the powers given to itasa Federal and limited 
Government, to legislate in this way for either 
the lunatics, paupers, negroes, or anybody else, 
in the States; but that it is a matter which belongs 
to each State exclusively. If, therefore, this bill 
proposed to give lands or money, and to appoint 
a set of Federal officers to go into the States and 


take care of the lunatics, | presume that most of | 


the members of the House would say that the 
Government was exceeding its powers. I think 
that nobody would maintain that we had a right 
to appoint a set of Federal officers to go into the 
States, and take care of the poor lunatics, or any 
other class. 

But does not this objection apply with equal 
force to the pending proposition? As the bill is 
now framed, I understand it merely makes the 
States agents to carry out its provisions, instead 
of having it done by the Federal officers. It is so 
framed that the States under it will take the money 
under an obligation to use it in a particular man- 
ner pointed out ia the bill, and, in fact, to use it to 
effect what the Government then has not a particle 
of authority to carry out. It requires, too, | 
believe, the States to make returns from time to 
time as to how they are spending the money, just 
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exactly as an overseer would do upon a planta- 

| tion. It degrades the States, therefore, by making 
them the mere agents of the General Government 
to do the will of the Government, and that will, 
too, being a violation of the Constitution of the 
United States, which plainly limits its powers. 
If the Government, by the Constitution, had any 
authority to do such a thing, possibly it might be 
contended that it could effect its object through the 
agency of the States. But if the General Govern- 
ment have no such authority, it is equally clear 
that this whole proceeding is wrong, whether it 
appoints the States agents or the Federal officers. 
I therefore rest my opposition to the bill upon the 
ground thus briefly stated. 

I shall yield the floor in a moment, and then the 
gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Bissei.] can either 
move to lay my motion upon the table, or he may 
discuss it, or any other gentleman may take the 
floor. My opposition to the bill rests upon this 
ground, but there may be other objections to it. 

I should be glad to hear from the gentleman 
from Illinois. 4 understand him to be a believer 
in the doctrine that this is a Government of lim- 
ited powers, and I have no doubt that he holds 
that we must act under the Constitution according 
to the power granted to the Government by it. 
If the gentleman can show me that there is any- 
thing in the Constitution which will authorize us 
to take care of the lunatics in the States, either by 
a donation out of the Treasury or in this mode, | 
might vote for the bill. I do not think he can do 
so, however. And yet the billis so framed as to 
make the States mere agents to enable the Federal 
Government to violate the Constitution, to which 
it owes its existence. 

When I got up I did not intend to occupy more 
time than might be necessary to indicate the 
grounds of my opposition to the bill. Asa ques- 
tion of expediency, 1 need not say that I regard 
with favor a proposition so benevolent and chari- 
table as this measure, and should be pleased to 
see it carried into practice, if itcould be constitu- 
tionally done. 

Mr. BISSELL. 
ply 

Mr. TAYLOR. Will the gentleman from IIli- 
nois allow me to suggest that he move to lay the 
motion to reconsider upon the table, and then we 
will pass the bill immediately ? 

Mr. BISSELL. I will, after saying a word. 

[Cries of ** No!’ ** No!” 

Mr. BISSELL. Very well, then; I move to 

| lay the motion to reconsider upon the table. 

The question was put; and the motion to recon- 
sider was laid upon the table. 


Mr. BISSELL. I move the previous question 
upon the passage of the bill. 
The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Upon the passage 
| of the bill | demand the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 


| The question was then taken; and there were— 
yeas 8], nays 53; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Appleton, Ball, Banks, Belcher, Ben- 
nett, Benson, Benton, Bissell, Bridges, Bugg, Carpenter, 
| Chandler, Churchwell, Clark,Cobb, Corwin, Cox, Crocker, 

Cullom, Cutting, Thomas Davis, Dawson, Dunbar, Ed- 

mands, Thomas D. Eliot, Ellison, Etheridge, Farley, Fen- 

ton, Florence, Grey, Aaron Harlan, Harrison, Haven, Hies- 
ter, Howe, Hughes, Hunt, Kerr, Knox, Kurtz, Latham, 

Lilly, Lindley, Lindsley, Lyon, Maurice, Middleswarth, 

Jobn G. Miller, Smith Miller, Mordecai Oliver, Parker, 
| Peck, Peckham, Pratt, Puryear, David Ritchie, Rogers, 
| Sage, Sapp, Seymour, Skelton, Samuel A. Smith, William 
R. Smith, Hestor L. Stevens, Stratton, David Stuart, John 
L. Tavior, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Thurston, Tracy, Upham, 
Vail, Walbridge, Walley, Elihu B. Washburne, Israel 
| Washburn, John Wentworth, Tappan Wentworth, Wheel- 
| er, and Yates—8I, 

NAYsS—Messrs. Aiken, David J. Bailey, Barksdale, 

Barry, Bocock, Boyce, Caskie, Chrisman, Clingman, Col- 
| quitt, Craige, Curtis, John G. Davis, Dean, Dent, Drum, 

Eddy, Edmundson, Faulkner, Giddings, Goode, Green- 

wood, Grow, Hamilton, Sampson W. Harris, Wiley P. 
| Harris, Hastings, Hibbard, Daniel T. Jones, George W. 

Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Roland Jones, Kidwell, Kittredge, 
| Letcher, Macdonald, McNair, Maxwell, Murray, Phelps, 
| Phillips, Powell, Robbins, Ruffin, Seward, Shannon, 
| Shower, Gerrit Smith, George W. Smyth, Richard H. 
Stanton, John J. ‘Taylor, Wade, and Witte—53. 


So the bill was passed. 
Mr. PHELPS. I move that the House do now 


| adjourn. 
Mr. BISSELL. I rise to a privileged question. 
| I move to reconsider the vote just taken, and to 
lay the motion to reconsider upon the table. 


I will say but a word in re- 


BE. 


. 
___ April 20, 
| The question was first taken upon the mot; 
sa adr and it was not agreed to. e 
he question then recurring upo 
| offered oy Mr. Bisser, hen — 
Mr. LETCHER demanded the yeas and na 
| upon the same; but they were not ordered ” 
| The question was then put; and the mo 
| reconsider was laid upon the table. 
On motion by Mr. SAGE, the House, 
o’clock and thirty minutes, adjourned 
morrow at twelve o’clock, m. 


Motion to 


at three 
Until to. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, «fpril 20, 1854. 

Prayer by Rev. Wittiam H. Mixeery, 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved, 
J. W. KELLY. 

Mr. MORTON. Mr. President, early in th, 


session a memorial was presented from J, w 
Kelly, of Florida, asking remuneration for 2 
| alleged violation of a contract entered into with 
him by the Post Office Department for carryins 
the mail from Bainbridge, Georgia, to Appalachy. 
cola. That memorial was referred to the Com. 
_ mittee on Claims. Subsequently a resolution was 
adopted by the Senate, inquiring of the Post Ofip 
Department if that contract had been annulled. 
aid if so, for what reasons. ‘The response of the 
| Department was received yesterday, and referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Pog 
| Roads. Thus the memorial is in the possession 
| of the Committee on Claims, while the response 
| of the Department, giving information in regard i 
the claim, is in possession of the Committee o9 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 1 move, there. 
| fore, that the Committee on Claims be discharged 
| from the further consideration of the memorial of 
J. W. Kelly, and that it be referred to the Con. 
| mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads, which, 
| I presume, is the appropriate committee to take 
charge of the subject. 
The motion was agreed to. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


Mr. BRODHEAD. Mr. President, I beg leave 
to present a memorial signed by citizens of Nor- 
thumberland county, ae aa that 

| the homestead bill may be so amended before its 
final passage, as to authorize the Treasurer of the 
| United States to refund to each and every former 
| purchaser of any portion of the public domain, not 
exceeding a quarter section of land, the original 
| cost of that land with interest from the time of 
| purchase. They represent, in the first part of 
| their memorial, that many of our citizens have 
| toiled hard to get sufficient money to purchase dne 
| hundred and sixty acres of land, and that we now 
| propose to give the same amount of land to other 
citizens without demanding any payment. They 
| wish to have the bill so amended as to provide ‘or 
| refunding the amount which has already been paid 
by those who have purchased public lands. As 
the subject is already before the Senate, | move 
| that the memorial lie upon the table. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. PETTIT. I presenta number of petitions 
from citizens of different States. I haveone pet! 
tion from one hundred and ten citizens of Indiana; 
another from one hundred and twenty-five citizens 

| of Indiana; another from one hundred and ten 
| citizens of Ohio; one from twelve citizens of Penn- 
sylvania; one from eighty citizens of Massachu 
setts; another from forty-eight citizens of New 
York; one from twenty-seven citizens of Missis- 
| sippi, and one from one hundred and one citizens 
of Georgia. All these petitioners pray for the abo- 
lition of, as they say, the unconstitutional office of 
| Chaplain to Congress. I do not know whether any 
| such petitions have been heretofore presented «| 
this session, or whether they have been referred 
to any committee. I doubt whether any similar 
ones have been presented at this session. | move, 
therefore, that these petitions lie upon the tabe 
for the present. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. BRODHEAD presented a petition of en- 
| gravers employed in the office of the Coast Garvey, 
praying to be allowed the benefits of the ms 
'| 31st August, 1852, granting a percentage to \" 
‘clerks and messengers in the several Executit® 
|| Departments at Washington; which was relerr 

| to the Committee on Finance. 
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Mr. RUSK presented a petition of certain res- || ¢ 


‘dents of the Rio Grande Valley, praying that 
»-ownaville, in the State of Texas, be established 
0 oortof entry for the collection district of Brazos 
i» Santiago; which was referred to the Committee 
oat Commerce. E 

“Mr. WADE presented resolutions passed by 
the Presbytery of Trumbull county, Ohio, at its 
sessions in Warren, April 12, protesting against 
any enactment by Congress which shall open the 
way to the extension of slavery into any State or 
Territory of the United States where it does not 

‘w exist; which were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. DAWSON presented the petition of Peter 
Berry, George Poe, jr., Robert P. Dodge, and 
other citizens of Georgetown, District of Colum- 
bia, praying an appropriation toimprove the basin 


s} 


of the Chesapeake and Ohio canal, between that 
vown and Washington city, and to raise the 
bridges over the canal; which was referred to the 
Committee for the District of Columbia. 
Mr. SUMNER presented a series of resolutions 
nassed at the annual meeting of the inhabitants of 
Westport, Massachusetts, protesting against the 
repeal of that portion of the Missouri compromise 
by which slavery was prohibited in the territory 
f north of 360 30’; which were ordered to lie on the 
BY ble. 
"Mc. HAMLIN presented the petition of Ed- 
Te ward Bartlett and others, who served in the last war 
with Great Britain, praying to be allowed pen- 
sions; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

Also, the petition of Thomas Dyer, praying 
remuneration for clothing lost by the destruction 
of the United States ship Adams; which was 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. TOOMBS presented the memorial of the 
Hephzibah Baptist Association, of Georgia, pray- 
ing that measures be taken to secure to American 

© ciuzens residing or traveling in foreign countries 
4 the rights of religious liberty; which was ordered 
© to lie on the table. 
" Mr. GEYER presented a memorial of the 
©) Board of Directors of the Mississippi Valley rail- 
road, praying a grant of land to aid in the con- 
struction of their railroad; which was referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 
Also, the memorial of M. Tarver, praying a 
grant of public lands to the State of Missouri for 
the establishment and support of a juvenile reform 


ta 


Public Lands. 

GEORGIA ON THE SLAVERY QUESTION. 

Mr. DAWSON. Mr. President, during my 
recent absence from this city, resolutions were 
transmitted to me from the Legislature of the State 
of Georgia, through the Executive of that State, 
which I did not intend, nor think it necessary, to 
submit to the Senate; but, as I am instructed to de 
80, In consequence of the oft-repeated presenta- 
tion of petitions on the subject of slavery, I beg 
leave to present them. 

They set forth that the State of Georgia, in sol- 


‘ 
") ¢&mn convention, has firmly fixed herself upon the 


principles of the compromise measures of 1850, 
relating to the subject of slavery in the Territories 
of the United States, as a final settlement of the 
agitation of that question, its withdrawal from the 
Halls of Congress and the political arena, and its 
reference to the people of the Territories interested 
therein, and distinctly recognizes in those com- 
promise measures the doctrine, that it is not com- 
petent for Congress to impose any restrictiéns 
8s to the existence of slavery among them, upon 
the citizens moving into or settling upon the Ter- 
ritories of the Union, acquired or to be hereafter 
acquired; but that the question, whether slavery 


] . . . 
= or shall not form a part of their domestic in- 
sutut 


selves, 
affirmed 
address, 


Her present Executive has reiterated and 


They therefore resolve: 


one the Legislature of Georgia, as the representatives 
in Se people, speaking their will and expressing their feel- 
fs, have had their confidence strengthened in the settled 


determination of the great body of the northern people to i| 





school; which was referred to the Committee on | 


ions, is for them alone to determine for them- | 


the same fixed policy in his inaugural | 


bo out in good faith those principles, in the practical | 
Ppitcation of them to the bills reported by Mr. Dovetas, | 


= the Committee on Territories, in the United States 
or ‘ate, at the present session, proposing the organization 
. puatritorial government for the Territory of Nebraska. 
ane resolved, That our Senators in Congress 
‘ e 
requested, to vote for and su inci 
p pport those principles, and to 
use all proper means in their power for carrying them out, 


y are hereby, instructed, and our Representatives | 


ither as applied to the government of the Territory of Ne- 
braska, or im any other bill for territorial government which 
| may come before them. 

“Resolved further, That his Excellency the Governor, be 
requested to transmit a copy of these resolutions to each of 
our Senators and Representatives in Congress.” 

I present those resolutions—I do not wish to 
make any further commentaries on them, but 
simply to say that they are the decision of the 
representatives of the people of Georgia, in Legis- 
lative Assembly convened. I move that they lie 
on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

POST OFFICE AT SAVANNAH. 

Mr. DAWSON. I hold in my hand a petition 
very numerously signed by the merchants and 
ciuzens of the city of Savannah, Georgia, asking 
Congress to make an appropriation for the erection 
of a post office building in thatcity. The grounds 
on which they make this request are these: 

The basement of the custom-house is now used 
| as a post office, and is altogether unsuited for it. 

Ist. It is too contracted even for present busi- 
ness, and is decidedly so, in view of the rapid an- 
nual increase of the businessand population of the 
city. I will here take occasion to state that the 
city of Savannah has nearly doubled her popula- 
tion within the last few years, and is rapidly 
increasing in numbers. 

In the second place, the petitioners state that 
the present location of the post office is unhealthy. 

In the third place, it is too dark, rendering gas- 
lights over the whole establishment necessary on 
some days, and in the general delivery room, day 
and night, indispensable; and thus, also, increas- 
ing materially the expense to the department. 

Again, when the custom-house was first planned 
the basement was intended for custom-house 
| stores. The placing the post office there was an 
| after-thought, as is clearly proved by the fact 
| that the architect omitted to make any arrange- 
ments for heating and ventilating the same, while 
ample arrangements were made in all other parts 
of the building. 

And further, the basement of the custom-house 


| and merchants, as stores for the deposit of goods 
have to be hired at other points and at heavy 
expense. 

n consideration of all these circumstances, and 
in view of the fact that the Savannah custom-house 
cost only $150,000, when some of the cheapest 
custom-houses built elsewhere, both North and 
South, have cost $500,000, the petitioners think 
that it will be vastly advantageous to the Govern- 
| ment, and will bea great saving of expense, to 
appropriate $100,000 for the purpose of building 
a post office for the convenience of that city. I 
| am also authorized to say, that the city will find a 
| site for the purpose and cede it to the United 

States. I ask my friend from Texas, [Mr. a 
chairman of the Committee on the Post Office an 
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ly 


| is necessary for the convenience of the collector | 


Post Roads, to take this petition into considera- | 


tion. lam satisfied that if he examines all the 


would be just and economical on the part of the 
Government to make the appropriation asked for 
in the petition. 1 move that it be referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

The motion was agreed to. 

REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 

Mr. SHIELDS, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to whom was referred the petition of 
Adele Sands, widow of Richard M. Sands, of the 
Army, praying an increase of pension, asked to 
be discharged from its further consideration, and 
that it be referred to the Committee on Pensions; 
which was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred a petition of descendants of offi- 
cers of the Army of the Revolution, praying that 
the heirs and descendants of officers of the Rev- 
olution who served to the end of that war, may be 
allowed the half pay for life promised by the res- 
olution of 1780, deducting therefrom the value of 
the commutation received, asked to be discharged 
from its furthar consideration, on the ground that 
a bill applying to the subject, reported by the 
Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. Evans,]} from 
the Committee on Revolutionary Claims, was now 


|| pending before the Senate. 





It was so ordered. 
Mr. TOOMBS, from the Committee on Indian 


documents he will come to the conclusion that it || 
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the payment of certain claims for depredations 
and spoliations during the hogilities with the 
Creek and Seminole [Indians in 1836 and 1837, 
reported it back without amendment. He also 
submitted a report upon the subject; which was 
ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of Willard H. Boynton, 

raying indemmity for merchandise destroyed 

| by the Creek Indians in the year 1836, submitted 

a report, accompanied by a bill for the relief of 

Calvin B. Seymore and Willard H. Boynton, 

surviving partners of the firm of W. & H. Boyn- 

ton; which was read, and passed toa second read- 
ing. The report was ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
to whom was referred the memorial of Charles 
Stearns, praying indemnity for expenses, &c., 
incurred in defending himself against an unjustifi- 
able suit brought against him and others by the 

| United States, submitted an adverse report; which 
was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. JONES, of lowa, from the Committee on 
Pensions, to whom were referred the petition and 
documents in the case of Seth Ingram, praying 
to be allowed certain arrears of pension, submitted 
an adverse report thereon; which was ordered to 
be printed. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. SLIDELL asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill to confirm 
the claim of William H. Henderson and the heirs 
of Robert Henderson, to five hundred acres of land 
in the Bastrop grant; which was read a first and 
second time by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. BROWN, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to 
grant other lands in lieu of certain sixteenth sec- 
tions in the State of Mississippi, heretofore dis- 
| posed of by the United States for other than school 


| purposes; which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
was received, by Mr. McKean, Chief Clerk, an- 
nouncing that they had passed the bill from the 
Senate makinga grant of land to the several States 
of the Union for the benefit of indigent insane 
persons. 

DANIEL NIPPES. 


Mr. COOPER submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered by unanimous consent, 
and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, 
required to transmit to the Senate all papers, vouchers, &c., 
relative to the claim of Daniel Nippes, now on file in the 
Department of War. 


JEFFRIES AND SMITH. 


Mr. RUSK. TheCommittee on the Post Office 
| and Post Roads, to whom was referred the petition 
of James Jeffries and Jeremiah M. Smith, have 
directed me to report a bill for their relief. It ia 
a very small bill; the case is a hard one, and I 
| therefore ask the unanimous consent of the Senate 
| to aet upon it now. 

The bill was accordingly read a first and second 
time by unanimous consent, and considered as in 
Committee of the Whole. It proposes to direct 
the Postmaster General to release the parties men- 
tioned, and their guarantors from the penalty in- 
curred by their failure to carry the mail on routes 
6268, 6269, 6277, according to the bid offered by 
them and accepted by the Department; and to re- 
| fund to them the amount of any fine which has 
| been paid by them in consequence of any failure. 
| Mr.RUSK. The facts in relation to the case 

are briefly these: These parties resided in Ken- 
tucky, and became bidders for some routes there, 
and for fourteen in Texas. Their bids were ac- 
cepted as being the lowest. They went on to 
Texas, and arranged for all but the three rontes 
specified in the bill; but they ascertained that the 
distance on those three was about one third more 
than was stated in the advertisement; so that, 
they being men of limited means, it was not pos- 
sible for them to put those routes in operation. 
The testimony was very clear that the distance 
advertised for the three routes was two hundred 
_ and four miles, and that the actual distance was 
| three hundred and five miles. They therefore 
| failed to put these three routes into operation. 


Affairs, to whom was referred a bill to authorize || The routes which they obtained in Kentucky they 
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did put in The Postmaster General 
fined them for their failure on the three, and they 


pad the fines Ait of the routes 


operation. 


which they are 
lly carrying on infKentucky. ‘They are 
limmed means, and it is very embarrassing 
lta iear Case, ininy judgment, 
retore, tnat the Senate will pass the b: i. 


now acti 
au very ( 
wis reported the Se 
to 
ling, read a third time, and passed, 
MAIL CONTRACT SETTLEMENTS. 
Mr. ADAMS. [fam instructed by the Com- 
ee on the Post Office and Post Roads, to whom 


s reierred the peution of John R. Jefferson and 


ouel 


lo nucle 


Witnhoul 


iment, ordered for a third 


. be engrossed 


titi 
» lo reporta joint resolution authorizing set 


As I shall 


ssariity be absent from the city for some weeks 


tiements under certain mail contracts. 
nece 
to come, | ask the unanimous consent of the Sen- 


ale 


to consider it now. 


If it should jead to any 
ton b will consent to let it pass over. 


i 
Giscu 


Lie joint resolution was read a first and second 


time Dy unanimous consent, and considered asin 
of the Whole. It proposes to require 
the Auditor of the Treasury for the Post Office 
Dep irtment, to settle the accounts of the contract- 
United States, 
who were ordered by the Postmaster General to 


Committee 


ors. for carrying the matl « f the 
Bur pend a portionof their regular mail service be- 
tween November 1, 1838, and the Ist of June, 
Jos, at the pro rata reduction of their contract 
pay, aud credit each one with a sum equal to the 
amount withheld from his pay under the order of 
suspension and reduction, and then to certify the 
amount found to be due to the Secretary of the 
‘Treasury for payment. The Auditor, however, 
is not to allow or certify any case where it is not 
proved that the services were actually performed 
during the ume the suspension was ordered, 

‘The joint resolution was reported to the Senate 
without amendment, ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading, read a third time, and passed. 

WILLIAM VAN WART. 

Mr. SEWARD. [am instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Pensions, to reporta bill granting arrears 
of pension to the representatives of William Van 
Wart, deceased, which I do, and ask thatthe report 
may be printed. I will state to the Senate, that 


the party, for the relief of whose heirs-at-law the | 


bill is reported, was the one who gave to Pauld- 
ing, Williams, and Van Wart, the information 
which put them on the lookout for Major André, 
on his return from the American lines, after his 
interview with Arnold. He is dead, and his 
family are in need of such a provision. Under 
these circumstances, I ask that the bill may be 
considered at this time. 
of pension, which the Commissioner of Pensions 


says ought to have been allowed to them, but | 


which were withheld under existing previous laws 
for want of evidence. I ask for its immediate 
consideration. 

Mr. WELLER. Ishall be compelled to object 


to its consideration now. 


the report accompanying it be printed. Now he 
makes a report, and moves to have it printed, but, 
in the meanwhile, wants to have the bill passed. 
I would rather have the report printed first. 

The bill was read a first time by its title, ‘* for 
the relief of the heirs-at-law of William Van 
Wart, deceased,’’ and passed to a second reading. 
‘The report was ordered to be printed. 


ARMY PENSIONS. 

Mr. CLAY. The Committee on Pensions, to 
whom was referred the petition of Ann Eliza 
Childs, widow of General Childs, praying the 
passage of a general law granting half pay to the 
widows of all officers of the Army who died while 
in the service of the country, have had the same 


under consideration, and have directed me to re- | 


port a general bill providing half pay for all 
widows and minor children of officers or privates 
in the Army of the United States who may die in 
the line of their duty in the public service. 

{ will state to the Senate that, as is known per- 
haps to most members, by a general act, passed 


in 1837, I think, this provision was made for the | 


widows and minor children of all officers, seamen, 
and marines in the Navy, but no such provision 
is made for any widow or orphan of an officer or 
private in the service of the Army, unless he died 


of wounds received, or diseases contracted during |. 


It only grants the arrears | 


[ think the Senator from | 
New York, a short time since, reported a bill, and | 
asked for its consideration, without asking that | 


some wars since 1790. Now, the committee con- 
cluded, in order to equalize the pension system, 
to report the same bounty to the widows and 
minor children of officers of the Army, which is 
minor children of 
This bill should be passed, 
should abolish the formeract. : 


extended to the widows and 
otficers of the Navy. 
or we 


Vhey have, 


’ tod t . -f ‘ 
thereiore, instructea me to report a Dill ae ording 


to the prayer of the petilione ts 

The bill, in addition to an act entitled ** An act 
to continue haif pay to certain w:dews and or- 
phans,’’? was read, and passed to a second reading. 
The report was ordered to be printed. 

PUBLIC LANDS IN NEW MEXICO. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa. I move that the Sen- 
ate now take up for consideration the bill ** to 
provide for the survey of the public lands in New 
Mexico, and for other purposes,’’ which has been 
reported from the Committee on Public Lands. 
It is important that it should be passed 
a day has been fixed for the consideration 
of territorial business in the House of Represent- 
atives, and the Senate should pass the bill as 
soon as possible, in order that it may reach the 
House before the ‘territorial day.’’ I appeal 
to the Senate, therefore, to take up and consider 
the bill new. 


The motion was acres 


now, be- 


cuuse 


d to; and the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the bill as in Committee of the 
W hole. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. The 
Public Lands have reported an entire substitute 
for the bill which was originally introduced by the 
honorable Senator from Illinois, [Mr. Sittenps. 

> 

The substitute was drawn up by the Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office, after a confer- 
ence with the Committees on Public Lands of the 
two Houses of Congress, and received the unani- 
mous approbation of the two committees. The 
amendment of the committee is to strike outall of 
the bill after the enacting clause, and to insert in 
lieu thereof the following: 

That the President, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate, shall be, and he is hereby, authorized to appoint 
a surveyor general for New Mexico, Whose power, and au 
thority, dutres, compensation, and allowances for clerk 
hire, office reut, fuel, &c., shall be the same as new pro- 
vided by law for the surveyor general of California; and he 
shall locate his office. from time to time, at such places as 
may be directed by the President of the United States. 

Sec. 2. nd be it further enacted, That to every white 
male American citizen of the United States, or who has 
declared his intention to become such, over the age of 
twenty. one years, who was residing in said Territory prior 
to the first day of January, eighteen hundred and fifty-three, 
there shall be, and hereby is, donated one half section, or 


Committee on 


three hundred and twenty acres of land, if single, but if 


married, one section, or six hundred and forty acres, and 
to each white male American citizen, who shall have 
removed or shall remove to and settle in said Territory be- 
tween the first day of January, eighteen hundred and filty 
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three, and the first day of January, eighteen bundred and 


fifty-eight, there shall, in like manner, be donated one 
quarter section or one hundred and sixty acres, if a single 
man, or if married, one half section or three hundred and 
twenty acres, on condition of actual settlement and culti- 
vation for not less than four years: Provided, however, 
That each of said donations shall include the actual settle 
ment and improvement of the donee, and shall be selected 
by legal subdivisions within three months after the survey 
of the land where the settlement was made before the sur 
vey, and where the settlement was made after the survey, 
then within three months after the settlement has been 
made ; and all persons failing to designate the boundaries 
of their claims within that time shall forfeit all right to the 
same. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That on proof of set- 
Uement and cultivation, as required by this act, to the sat- 
isfaction of the surveyor general, or other officer designated 
by law for that purpose, subject to the supervision of the 
Secretary of the Interior, a certificate shall be issued to the 
party entitled, on presentation of which, if approved by 
the Secretary of the Interior, a patent shall issue thereon : 
Provided, however, That on the death of any such settler 
before the completion of the four years occupancy and cul- 
tivation required by this act, the right shall descend to his 
heirs-at-law, who shall be entitled to a certificate and patent 
as atoresaid, on proof, as before provided, of continued 
occupancy and cultivation by such settler to the time of his 
death. . 

Sec. 4. 4nd be it further enacted, That none cy the pro- 
visions of this act shall extend to mineral or school lands, 
salines, military or other reservations, or lands settled on 
and occupied for purposes of trade and commerce and not 
tor agriculture, and all legal subdivisions so settled on and 
occupied, in whole or in part,for purposes of trade and 
commerce and not for agriculture, shall be subject to the 
provisions of the act of the twenty-third of May, eighteen 
hundred and forty-four, in relation to town sites on the 
public lands, whether so settled and occupied before or 


_ April 20, 


other lands, in lieu thereof, shall be selected } 
ernor of the Territory, and subject to the 
Secretary of the Interior. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That a Quantity of 
land equal to iwo townships shall be, and the fame ar, 
hereby, granted to said Territory, for the estabj she ee 
a university therein, to be selected under the d ree : 
the L tture thereof, in legal subdivisions ; 
than one half section, and to be disposed of as s 
lature shall direct. 

ec. 7. dud be it further enacted, That any of the | 
not taken under the provisions of this act, shall be «.. 
to the operations of the preémption act of September py, 
eighteen hundred and forty one, as extended to Catife, ’ 
aud any person claiming @ donation under this acer A 1 ' 
permitied to enter the land claimed by him at any time 
to the four years’? occupancy and cultivation reqyy, 
paying therefor at the rate of one dollar and twey 
cents per acre, and proving Occupancy and cultivation », 
io the time of such payment. a 

Bec. 8. «dnd bet further enacted, That it shall he the 
duty of the surveyor general, under such instructions «. 
may be given by the Secretary of the Interior, to ascur,,. 
the origin, nature, character, and extent of all Claims to 
lands under the laws, usages, and customs of Spai . 
Mexico, and tor this purpose may issue notices, syyy 
Witnesses, administer oaths, and do and perform al») 
necessary acts in the premises. He shall make a ful; 
on all such claiins as originated before the cession o) , 
territory to the United States by the treaty of Guag 
Hidalgo of eighteen hundred and forty-eight, denot; ’ 
Various grades of title, with his decision as to the V2! j 
or invalidity of each of the same, under the laws, yee. 
and customs of the country before its cession to the Un 
States, and shall also make a report in regard to all phe 
existing inthe ‘Territory, showivg the extent aud lovaijy 
each, stating the number of inhabitants in the said purhios 
respectively, the nature of their titles to the land; suet gp. 
port to be made according to the form which may be | 
scribed by the Secretary of the Interior, which report « 
be Jaid before Congress for such action thereon as may 
devemed just and proper, with a view to confirin bor 
grants, and give full effect tothe treaty of eighteen junds 
and forty-eight, between the United States and Mexicy 
until the final action of Congress on such claims, all ja 
covered trereby shall be reserved froin sale, or other djs 
posal by the Government, aud shall not be subjeet to the 
donations granted by the previous provisions of this act 

Sec. 9. And be it furthe r enacted, That full power 
authority are hereby givento the Secretary of the Laterio 
to issue all needful rules and regulations for fully carr 
into effect the several provisions of this act. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I introduced the original 
and on my motion it was referred to the Committ 
on Public Lands. I have examined the substitu 
of the committee, and I find it to be quite an in- 
provement upon the original bill. 1 think it much 
better adapted to the condition of this distant Ter- 
ritory than the original bill. I am, therefore, 
decidedly in favor of the substitute. 

Mr. HUNTER. I am not sure that I under 
stand exactly the provisions of this amendmeiat, 
but it.seems to me from hearing it read, that it 
gives away all the lands in this Territory to actu: 
settlers. It gives some persons as much as six 
hundred and forty acres. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa. Its provisions are pre- 
cisely the same as those which were made in tie 
case of Oregon. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I can state to the honorable 
Senator from Virginia, that the provisions of thy 
amendment are the same as were made in the Ore- 
gon and California bills; and the lands in New 
Mexico are much less valuable than those in either 
California or Oregon. It does not give any adil 
tional land. 

The amendment of the committee was azreed 
to, the bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 
and the amendment was concurred in. The bi! 
was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, 
was read a third time, and passed; and its tive 

: hive 
was amended so as to read, ‘* A bill to estabiisn 
the office of surveyor general of New Mexico, ' 
grant donations to actual settlers therein, and or 
other purposes.”’ 

EXECUTIVE SESSION, 
= 

Mr. STUART. As there seems to be no othe! 
business now before the Senate, and as the h ur 
has arrived at which, by the agreement or uncer 
standing made yesterday, we should go into Exec- 


¥ the Gov. 
approval of th. 


" 


aid Ley . 


1, 


_utive session, [ move that the Senate proceed 1 


the consideration of Executive business. 
The motion was agreed to; and after some time 
spent in Executive session, the doors were Tf 


opened, and the Senate adjourned till Monday. 


after the survey of said lands, except that said lands shall | 


be donated instead of being sold. 


Sec. 5. 4nd be it further enacted, 'That sections sixteen | 
. - > one | 
and thirty-six in each towuship in said ‘Verritory shail be 


reserved for the use of schools therein, and when either of 


said sections, or any part thereof, shall be taken by a claim 
Originating under this act, before the survey of the lands, 


i 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, pril 20, 1854. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Pray®t 
by Rev. Wittiam H. Mivpvrn. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
The SPEAKER. The first business in ordet 
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the question upon the motion to recommit the 
ition for extending the existing contract for 
» the mail in Alabama. The question 
ling is the motion to recommit the bill to the 
amittee on the Post Office and Post Roads; 
+ »non that question the gentleman from Ken- 
ro {Mr. Grey] ts entitled to the floor. 
CLERK FOR A COMMITTEE. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I ask the gentleman 
fr Kentucky [Mr.Grey] to yield me the floor for 
a moment. | will not consume much of his time. 
“Mr. GREY. I will yield,if it be not taken out 
f my time. 

“Mr. RICHARDSON. The Committee on Ter- 


ries have found it impossible to properly dis- 


13 


0 


r . 

-e their duties as connected with the various 
matters referred to them by the House, unless 
shee ean have the assistance, for a short time, of 


Ys auisigind of aclerk. They have asked me to 
the unanimous consent of the House to em- 
- them to employ aclerk for the period of 
thirty d Lys. I offer the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Territories be author- 
to employ a cle rk, ata price not exceeding four dollars 

y for the time said clerk is actually engaged: and 
ied, Said clerk is notto be erroloyed beyond the period 


ty days. 





of thi 
Mr. MURRAY. I object to the resolution. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. It is impossible fr the 
eommittee to get along without a clerk for the time 
pated: and | am sure the gentleman will with- 
draw the objection, if he considers that the reso- 
n authorizes the committee to employ a clerk 
or only thirty days. 
Mr. BISSELL. It is a very modest request, 
iT hope it will be granted. 
Mr. MURRAY. | withdraw the objection. 


of 


The resolution was then introduced and adopted. 


Mr.GREY. lLask the unanimous consent of 
the House to offera resolution. 
Vr. HARRIS, of Alabama. 
ir order of business. 
Mr.GREY. J hope the gentleman will allow 


I call for the reg- 


the resolution to be read for information, and I am | 


sure he will then have no objection to it. 

Mr. HARRIS. 
vided the resolution which the gentleman wishes 
to introduce is not intended to delay action upon 
the bill which was under consideration yesterday. 

Mr.GREY. It is not designed to do so; and 
if there is any objection to it, 1 will not saya 
word upon itt, 


The resolution was then read for information, | 


as follows: 

1 
report to the House of Representatives why the mail ser- 
vice was not* let”? and contracted for on the river routes, 
Ist. From Louisville, Kentucky, to Evansville, Indiana, 
and back, daily; 2d. From Evansville to Cairo. Illinois, 
und back, dailv; 3d. From Cairo to St. Louis, Missouri, 
and back, daily; according to the advertisement of 31st De- 


cember, 1852. and the 11th section of the act of Congress, | 


approved 3ist August, 1852, which made it the ‘‘ duty of 
the Postmaster General to issue proposals and contract for 
the transportation of a daily mail” on those routes, ** on 
suitable and safe steamboats.’? The bids, by terms of the 
adverlisement, to be received in the Post Office Depart- 
ment ** until three o’clock p. m., of the LOth day of Feb 
ruary, 1853, to be decided by Ist of March, and service to 
nnence on Ist July following, and continue for four 


” 


years 


» 


2. Resolved, That he furnish copies of all the contracts 
i bids, and ** proposals? for contracts and bids, which 
have been made with, proposed to, or receivedfrom Thom- 
as Shirlock and Z. M. Shirley, or either of them, or with, 
to, or from any other person or persons, together with cop 
1s Of all the amendments, alterations, privileges, exten- 
OWS, OF restrictions authorized and permitted, or assumed 
and exercised, and of all orders for additional compensation, 
except what appears on the face of the contract or con 
tracts, On this said route from Louisville to St. Louis, or 
auy part ofit, since March, 1851. Also, the greatest num- 
ber of © mail messengers,”’ *‘ route agents,’ local agents, 
and empioyees, that now are, or have at any one time du- 
rir g the above period, been engaged in, or connected wit!t, 
tie service on that route, (exclusive of postmasters)—at 
what points engaged, and the salary per quarter or per 
annum of each one of chem; also, who are now the con- 
tractors from Louisville to St. Louis, and i what manner 
each and all of said contracts were made, whether privately 
ay being let to the lowest bidder; also, what intermediate 
ofces between Louisville and St. Louis have been author 
ized to be supplied by each contract on that route since 
March, 1851, and how often per week each and every one 
Of those offices were to be supplied under those contracts 
OF ‘rrangements since March, (851. 

3. Resolved, That he furnish copies of all orders, rules, 
Or regulations adopted by him. which tends to prevent or 
deny to members of Congress the privilege of going into 
the public rooms of the Post Office Department, and then 
and there examining, with assistance of the clerks, the 
* public records”? under the charge of said clerks. 

4. Resolved, That the Postmaster General be directed to 


I will withdraw my call, pro- | 


Resolved, That the Postmaster General be directed to 
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denies the privilege to the members of Congress of going 
inte the public rooms in the Post Office Department, and 
then and there examining such public records in the pres 

ence, and with the assistance of the clerk having charge of 
them, as such member may desire. ‘That he also abolish 
all rules, orders, or regulations by which the clerks, or either 
of them, are prevented or restrained from affording to any 
member such information during those examinations as the 
public records of the Post Office Department will enable 
him to give. 


Mr. DEAN. 
to be adopted. 

Mr. GREY. 
object to? 

Mr. DEAN. The last one. The one which 
proposes to interfere in the Postmaster General’s 
disposition of the rooms in his Department. 

Mr. GREY. If the gentleman objects to only 
one, I hope the others may be adopted. 

TheSPEAKER. The resolutions cannot be re- 
ceived, unless by unanimous consent of the House. 

Mr. DEAN. I must object. 

Mr. PHELPS. lI call for the regular order of 
business. 

Mr. DEAN. I will&y to the gentleman from 
Kentucky, that next Monday will be resolution 
day. If he will offer it then, I will not object. 

Mr. GREY. I cannot offer it now, of course, 
if the gentleman objects. Mr. Speaker, how much 
time have f left? 

The SPEAKER. Twenty minutes. 

Mr. GREY then resumed and concluded his 
remarks in explanation of the nature of the con- 
tract which was proposed to be extended by this 
bill. Heshowed that the amount proposed to be 
given was higher than was allowed for a greater 
amount of service by other contractors. He said 
that there were eastern men who had actually pro 
posed to take this contract at $44,740, for which 
it was proposed by this resolution to give $60,000. 
[See Appendix for his remarks. ] 

Mr. HARRIS, of Alabama, obtained the floor. 

Mr. GREY. lask the gentleman from Alabama 
to allow me to correct one remark. LIsaid this 
bid was for $40,000. Lunderstand it was $44,000. 

Mr. HARRIS. I would ask the gentleman if 
that included steamboat service between Mobile 
and Stockton? 

Mr. GREY. 
and all. 

Mr. HARRIS. Well, Mr. Speaker, I seldom 
intrude myself upon the House, and never unless 
it is from a sense of duty. And from a convic- 
tion of that kind, | now propose to make a few re- 
marks, chiefly in reply to what has fallen from my 
honorable friend from Kentucky, who has just 
taken his seat. 

Sir, the person who is perhaps most deeply in- 
terested in the disposition which is to be made of 
this resolution, is my neighbor and constituent. 


I think that resolution ought not 
I must object. 


Which one does the gentleman 


It did include steamboat service 


He has been placed by one of the Departments of 


this Government in such a position that if this 
resolution be defeated, he will be, if not entirely 
ruined, at least seriously injared, and I propose 
to make this apparent before | take my seat. 

My honorable friend from Kentucky, I say in 
all kindness to him, has brought a degree of oppo- 
sition to this resolution which seems to me to be 
totally disproportionate to the object which it con- 


templates. The gentleman seems to be very bit- 


ter in his opposition; and, if | may be allowed in 
kindness to say, his opposition seems rather to be 
directed to the Post Office Department than to the 
resolution under consideration itself, 

Mr. Speaker, I seek not to make myself a party 
to any controversy between the Postmaster Gen- 
eral and my honorable friend from Kentucky. I 
wish not to mix myself upin any such matter. 
All I ask is, that if the gentleman from Kentucky 
comes here with prejudice in his heart against the 
Post Office Department, that that prejudice may 
not be allowed to operate to the injury of these 
innocent contractors who are likely to be ruined 
by the failure of the House to pass the resolution. 

Mr. GREY. lIask the gentleman from Aia- 
bama, to ullow me tosay, that I assure him that I 
have not the least prejudice against these contract- 
ors. 

Mr. HARRIS. Certainly not. I did not un- 
derstand the gentleman as having any. 

Mr. GREY. Nor have! any personal preju- 
dice against the Postmaster General. But | have 
a prejudice against, and | am oppose to allowing, 


cretionary power, such as the Postmaster General 


abolish all rules, orders, or regulations, which prevents or || has exercised in thia case. 


an officer of this Government the exercise of dis- }| 


Mr. HARRIS. 


1 will say to the gentleman 


that Ido not stand here as an apologist of the 
Postmaster General. 


lam clothed with no such 


authority; I invite no such responsibility; | aspire 
to no such dangerous preéminence; nor shall | go 
one step further in his defense than | deem abso- 


lutely necessary in justice to these contractors. 


' 
Now, sir, | do not propose to follow my hon- 


orable friend through all the sinuosities of his 
argument, 


He has made two vehement speeches 
In Opposition to this resolution, one when it was 
before the House on a former occasion, and the 
other commenced yesterday and finished to-day. 
I do not propose to follow him. Inthe brief period 
remarks; I could not follow him. I wish toconfine 
myselfto what | consider the gist of this matter— 


I will not fo bat k beyond the pert d 
of the contract to investigate whether or not the 


of forty minutes, in which I wish to close my 


the contract. 


head of the Post Office Department has done right 
or wrong. I call the attention of the Hlouse to 
this matter; and how stands it? 

Bat, I will first say, that my friend from Ken- 
tucky {[Mr. Grey] spoke yesterday of the char- 
acter of this House; that it was Democratic: and 
he appealed to the majority here not to dispose of 
; By way of 
Fiving force to his appeal, he said that he had 
never been considered too good a Whig, for he 


the matter on principles of party. 


had run againstthe organization of his own party 
Now, ! mention this simply by way of reply, that 
lama rood Democrat. | respect the organiz ition 
ofall parties; and yet do I stand here,in the midst 
of a Democratic majority, without appealing to 
Democrats on the score of party. I do not ask 
them to vote for this, because it is recommended 
by a Democratic Postmaster General, and | appea! 
with confidence to Whigs, to say that they will 
not reject it, because it has the recommendation of 
a Democratic Postmaster General. 

My friend, in the first speech he made, seemed 
to me to endeavor to interweave something like 
prejudice against this measure, by intimating that 
there was favoritism on the part of the Post Office 
Department; that a previous apecial mail agent 
had become the beneficiary of this contract. When 
we come to look into this matter, we find that the 
very individual of whom my honorable friend 
speaks is, as | can testify, as good a Whigas ever 
trod the soil of Alabama. The other is a Demo- 
crat; but they are both honorable men—men of 
enterprise, and who are and have been connected 
with the staging interest of the country. Mr. 
Metcalfe, the Whig, fell under the guillotine of 
this Administration; and after he was decapitated, 
he and Mr. Powell came together and made this 
contract. There is no favoritism init. The Post- 
master General was animated by higher consider- 
ations—considerations which looked to the public 
interests of the country, as I think that I shall be 
able to show. How standsthis matter, then, sir? 
1 propose to state the facts, divested of all the ex- 
traneous matter to which my honorable friend has 
alluded. : 

This contract which is proposed to be extended, 
is for carrying the mail between Montgomery 
and Mobile, a distance of some one hundred 
and sixty or one hundred and ninety miles. It 


!is in the line of the great thoroughfare between 


the great cities of Boston, New York, Philadel- 
phia, Baltimore, Charleston, and Augnata, to the 
north, and to the south of the great eities of 
Mobile and New Orleans, and all the south. J 
say, sir, that it is a link of this great chain of 
inter-communication. One of the most important 
mails of the country passes over it, perhaps the 
most important. Well, in consequence of the 
extension of railroad improvements, the reduction 
of the postage on printed mail matter, the increase 
of population within the last few years, the mails 
have become so cumbrous that it is impossible 
that a four-horse stage ccach, wiich was the spe- 
cifiz contract for that route, could convey this 
mail. This mail supplies New Orleans; supplies 
Pensacola, one of your naval stations; supplies 
Alabama, portion of Mississippi, South Arkan- 
sas; and supplies the country for a considerable 
distance up the Mississippi river. It is an im- 
portant mail—important to the people, and most 
especially important to the commercial end mer- 
cantile interests of the country. 

My honorable friend says, that sometime back 
the mail passed over this route for €36.000 per 
}annum. So itdid. During the last year, in conse- 
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quence of the accumulation of mail matter at Mont- 
gomery, where it is piled up in masses to such an 
extent that a house would not contain it, where it 
is put on the side-walk, obstructing the passages in 
the city, as I have seen it, it has become necessary 
that additional service should be performed. 

My honorable friend reads the law, and he tells 
you that these contractors agreed to carry the 
whole mail, and that when a man makes a con- 
tract of that kind he must carry the whole mail ; 
if he has a two-horse stage coach, and a steamboat 
comes along, the two-horse stage coach must take 
the steamboat load, for that is the interpretation. 

Mr.GREY. The gentleman misunderstood me. 
I said that if the mail was more than the contract- 
or could carry, the Postmaster General must re- 
lease him. The law provides that his contract 
shall be forfeited. 

Mr. HARRIS. I will read the law myself. 
My honorable friend is mistaken upon that point. 
That is not the law. Whenever a contractor 
abandons his contract, or whenever the Post- 
master General feels it to be his duty to dismiss 
him, he can do it. If the contractor abandons his 
contract, then the Postmaster General must re- 
advertise the service. But in a case like this, 
there is no necessity for a readvertisement. ‘The 
law does not require it. The Department has 
never practiced uponit. Buthere is the law, and 
the reason of it will address itself at once to the 
good sense of every intelligent man. What isit? 
It is, that whenever it becomes necessary for the 
service of the Post Office Department, or for the 
postal service of the country, that additional ser- 
vice shall be put upon a line, the Postmaster Gen- 
eral is clothed with authority to put additional 
service upon it, and it is limited only by the 
question of pay; he cannot go beyond the pro rata 
pay for the original contract. That is the sub- 
stance of the law. 

Mr. GREY. Will the gentleman now allow 
me to read a portion of the contract made by these 
yery contractors r 

Mr. HARRIS. 1 know what the contract is. 
The gentleman has read it once. 

Mr. GREY. I have not read this part of it in 
relation to the service. It says, that the Post- 
master General may discontinue or curtail the 
service, in order to place on the route a greater 
degree of service, or whenever the public interests 
require such curtailment or discontinuance, and 
that the contractor shall be paid one month’s pay. 

Mr. HARRIS. I know that. 
Postimaster General has reserved the right to him- 
self, under the law, of annulling this contract alto- 
gether, by paying the contractors one month’s 


. 


| running parallel with the river. 


extra pay. He does thatinevery contract. There | 


is not a contract made in the Union that is not 
precisely in the terms which have been read by 
the gentleman. But let me turn to the law. Here 
is the law—the law made by you, and it clothes 
the Postmaster General with authority, in the 
first place to annul a contract if he thinks proper, 
and in the next place, to put additional service on 
the route, and in the event he does ordér additional 
service, he can pay nothing more than pro rata for 
that additional service. That is the law. 

Now, what are the facts in this case? I say, 
that that very provision of the law contemplated 
that such an exiyency might arise in the postal 
arrangements of the country, and ittherefore pro- 
vided that the Postmaster General should add to 
the service. Well, sir, precisely such an exi- 
gency did arise in this case; and in rebuttal to the 
declaration of my friend that this service has 
heretofore been performed by Wade, Allen & 
Co., and that there is now no necessity for extra 
pay, I need only refer to the communication of 
the Postmaster General, which comes here in 
answer to the resolution of my friend, for ample 
evidence to show that this exigency contemplated 
by law had arisen. What is it? 


Certainly the || 
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with the necessities of the service and the geog- 
raphy of the country; and this is the information 
which they communicate to the Post Office De- 
partment. But this is not all. My friend from 
Kentucky, [Mr. Grey,] in the first speech he 
made the other day, states that this was a secret 
and private contract, and that the thing was done 
in a corner. It was done from the house-top. I 
have read from the report of the special mail agents; 
und in the very same pamphlet containing it, to 
which I call the attention of the Speaker and the 
House, I find a memorial, signed by the leading cit- 
izens of Mobile, asking for additional service upon 
this line. Not only so, but | call the attention of 
the House to a memorial, contained in the same 
pamphlet, from the Chamber of Commerce in the 
city of New Orleans, asking for this additional 
service. The newspaper press in that region of 
the country teemed with articles upon the subject 
of mail irregularities and mail obstructions occa- 
sioned by the accumulation of mail matter. 

Mr. COBB. My colleague says that the con- 
tract was not a secret private one, and that 
the thing was not done in-a corner. I ask him if 
he will read the proposition from a number of 
steamboat men? 

Mr. HARRIS. I was just coming to that. I 
think I have shown, and produced evidence, that 
the exigency contemplated by the law had arisen, 
and that the mail could not be conveyed under the 
contract requiring the mail to be carried in single 
four-horse coaches. The exigency arose, and 
the service had to be increased. What does the 
Postmaster General do? Did he contract privately 
and secretly, and make a clandestine arrange- 
ment, as the honorable gentleman intimated? Not 
atall. Mr. Zevely, an agent of the Post Office 
Department, was sent to southern Alabama, and 
his communication is contained in the same docu- 
ment called for by my honorable friend from Ken- 
tucky, [Mr. Grey.]} It seems thatthe Postmaster 
General sent agents for the purpose of finding out 
the best terms upon which an arrangement could 
be made. What was the result? I find in this 
same pamphlet a communication from the steam- 
boat captains of the river, and also communica- 
tions from the contractors of the land service. 
Mark you, here is a communication from stage- 
men of Montgomery and Mobile, upon a route 
2 There is also a 
letter from Messrs. Waring & Co., addressed to 
the Postmaster General, in which they say: 


«That they have had aconvention of steamboat captains 
to deliberate upon this matter, and let the Postmaster Gen- 


| eral know the best terms upon which this thing could be 


I presume that a great majority of the members || 


have read it, as it is found in document eighty- | 


nine. I will not consume the time of the House 
by reading it. In the communication signed by 
four special mail agents of the Department, ad- 
dressed to the Department, I find the following: 


“ We are satisfied that the mails have nearly doubled in 
the last twelve months, and that something should be done, 


done. Their proposition is to carry the mail for $100 000, 
with the privilege of an extended schedule.”’ 


That is what the steamboat captains say, in 
solemn convention assembled. Let me read what 
the contractors for the land service say. Here is 
the correspondence contained in this same docu- 
ment, called for by my friend from Kentucky, 
of Beman, Ellsworth & Co., the largest and 
most responsible mail contract firm in the South. 
They say to the Postmaster General that they 
will undertake it, and that the best terms upon 
which they will undertake it is $72,000; and mark 
that this is upon the condition of the privilege of 
having the contract extended for four years. Now, 
sir, there was the proposition madé, and what do 
Messrs. Powell and Metcalfe do? They propose 
that they will do it for the same rate of compen- 
sation that they were to get for the original line. 
But the special agents of the Post Office Depart- 
ment said that the service ought to be doubled. 
These parties said they would do double service 
for double pay. The Postmaster General said he 
would not give that, but that he would give two 
thirds pro rata compensation. What said the 
contractors to that? They answered that they 
could not afford to do it upon such terms. They 
agreed to do it even upon such terms, provided 
that the Postmaster General would recommend to 
Congress to extend their contract for four years. 
Mark, this occurred only last July. This addi- 


| tional service commenced on the first day of 


with as little delay as possible, to relieve said line by putting | 


on an additional daily line of coaches.” 


November. They were obliged to new stock a 
route one hundred and sixty miles in length with 
horses, coaches, and everything else necessary for 
the service. They said they could not do that 
for a term of only seven months, the period which 
elapsed before the contract would expire; but that 
if the Postmaster General would recommend to 


This communication is signed by four special || Congress to extend the contract for four years, 
raail agenta, who are upon the ground, acquainted | they would do it. 


_ Mr.GREY. lL understand the gentleman to 
say that when they proposed to give to those ep 
tractors the route at the same price at which Wad, 

Allen had had it, they said they could no ; 

take to do it for the seven months, the unexpj, d 

time of their contract. But if the gentlemar vil 

look at the contract, he will see that they did ~ 

dertake todo it. They did contract to do it m 

the same price, and the contract is now amone on 

documents of the Post Office Department. e 

Mr. HARRIS. I know that; but subs 
to the time to which the gentleman refers. |; be 
came necessary to add a double daily servies. 
The Department said we require a double Service. 
and the contractors replied that they would do , 
for double pay—double the price, and we will 
doublethelabor. But the Postmaster General Was 
not willing to do that, but he proposed to pay 
them two thirds pro rata compensation, and they 
accepted upon the terms which had been offered 
by the next lowest bidder, $72,000. The contrac; 
was closed. 

Now, why is it that Ellsworth & Co. would 
not agree to do it for $72,000, for the unexpired 
term of seven months?) Why was it that Powg! 
and Metcalfe would not except of it upon any other 
ground than the extension of their contract? The 
answer will be found in the statement which | 
shal make of the expenses which they were 
obliged to incur. What were they? They had 
to restock their road, which is one hundred and 
sixty miles in length. Their horses were jaded 
and broken down, and they purchased two hup- 
dred horses. They built several bridges, one of 
which cost them, out of their private purse, $1,500, 
They erected workshops for the repairs of their 

| coaches, and blacksmith shops for repairs of dam. 
ages. You will see that these latter expenses were 
necessary from the fact that this road runs through 
/an uninhabited region for seventy miles. They 
have had to erect permanent stables and work- 
shops. They have purchased for their origina! 
stock fifty sets of harness, at fifty dollars a piece, 
amounting to $2,500. They purchased their stock 
and planted them upon the road, and made these 
expensive investments, and they did it all in view 
| of an extension of their contract by Congress. 
| They did it—for permit me to say that these are 
not men of extensive means—upon borrowed eap- 
ital, upon the good faith, upon the good eon- 
science, of Congress. They did it in a spirit of 
generous confidence upon Congress. 

Now, sir, how stands this case? My only pur- 
pose is to present what I consider to be the kernel 
| of the case—the gist of the matter, rejecting all 
| extraneous consideration. I say, how stands 

the case? Sir, in good faith, in good conscience, 

in equity, this Congress is pledged to the exten- 
sion of this contract. 

Mr. Speaker, | have had placed in my hand a 

, note from a gentleman upon this floor, which | beg 
leave to introduce, as evidence in the matter, in 
defense of the Postmaster General, to show that 
he has only performed his duty in reference to the 

letting of this contract. ‘It is from the Hon. J. 
| Vansant, and is as follows: 

‘¢T know that the Postmaster General was active to the 
end that a contractor might be secured to perform the ser- 
vice, and sent for a large and distinguished mail contractor 
at Baltimore, and importuned him to stock the road, 10 
convey the mail. The latter refused, upon the ground that 
no reasonable amount of pay would be sufficient conipen- 


sation for such heavy service as is required from Mont 
| gomery to Mobile.”’ 


And yet, in the face of all this, when these men 
have come forward, as I said, relying upon the 
good faith of Congress to protect them in the im- 

| mense investments which they have been obliged 
' to make, amounting to $30,000, gentlemen oppose 
the extension of this contract. Sir, the law 's 
not now as it once was, when the successor of 
a contractor was bound to take the stock of that 
| contractor at a reasonable price; but if this con- 
tract goes into the hands of other contractors, their 
stock will all be left upon their hands. Many of 
their investments are of a permanent character, 

| consisting not only of coaches, but in workshops, 
| which must be nearly a total loss to them. They 
will be nearly or wholly ruined; and why? Be- 
cause, in a spirit of generous confidence, relying 
upon a contract made by an officer of the Govern 
ment, who is a representative of Congress, they 
|| made these investments. I said, a moment since, 
that Congress are in equity bound to carry oUt 
'| this contract. It may be that contractors can be 


t under. 


equent 











obts 
pro} 
hav 
this 
of | 
wer 
and 


clot 
ais 
tent 
dis¢ 
vice 
neg 
had 
he 
act 
his 
get 
ter! 
she 
era 
ors 
cal 


an! 


an’ 
pr 


p 


SS = |S =o i 


- 























































































pha 


1854. 


obtained now fora less amount than this resolution | 
proposes to pay; and why? These men did not 
have the usual notice for making preparations for 
this service; they did not wait for the regular day 
of jetting, but they came forward when mail bags 
were lying piled up in heaps at Montgomery, 
and the transportation stopped. 

Now, sir, how isit? The law of Congress has 
clothed the Postmaster General with power at his 
discretion, whenever the service requires it, to ex- 
tend contracts, and to increase them. He has the 
discretionary power to authorize additional ser- 
vice, and wherever the necessity arises he would 
neglect his duty if he did notdoit. Then, sir, he 
had the right to do it. The exigency arose, and 
he was bound to act. How did he act? Did he 
act righty? He ought to have so acted. It was | 
his duty to actrightly. What was right? To 
get responsible contractors on the best possible 
r+ Did he do it? Does not the testimony 


terms? ‘ 
show it? What more could the Postmaster Gen- 
eral do? Whatless will you give those contract- 


ors than an extension of this contract when they 
came forward, as | a moment since remarked, at 
a crisis in the public service, only seven months 
anterior to the expiration of the contract terin, 
and made the lowest bid that could be possibly 
yrocured. 

Now what is the predicament in which these 
men are placed? This resolution was introduced 
into the Senate. It passed that body, in pursu- 
ance of a special recommendation of the Post- 
master General, contained in his general report to 
Congress, which | hold in my hand, and, as I 
learn, Without a dissenting voice. It came here, 
was referred to one of the standing committees, re- 
ported back, and recommended to the favorable 
action of the House. That is the way the thing 
stands here. Whentheresolution came here from 
the Senate we wanted it acted on. Why? Be- 
cause the period of letting contracts was at hand. 
These gentlemen are men engaged in the mail con- | 
tract service. They wanted to know what their fate 
would be. They wanted to know whether Con- 
gress would ratify this matter. My honorable 
friend from Kentucky would not let us have ac- | 
tion. He moved its reference to the Committee | 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. We wanted 
action then? It was but just and fair to these con- 
tractors that they should be put loose before the | 
perigd of bidding was over; but, as I have said, 
by the action of my honorable friend, they were 
prevented attaining their object. It was sent to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. The 
day for bidding has passed. There stand thesecon- || 
tractors—men who have had the contract, men | 
who have already contracted with the Post Office 
Department for it. They were placed in this predic- 
ament: If they bid for this contract, they were 
compelled to abandon their contract with the De- 
partment. They could not putina bid there, and | 
with any conscience ask Congress to extend this | 
contract. What have they done? They, in a 
spirit of reliance on the good faith of Congress, 
determined not to bid. They did not bid; and 
they now leave this whole matter to the equity, 
good conscience, and sense of justice which may 
control the deliberations and the action of this | 
body. 

Mr. COBB. I would ask my colleague to yield | 
me the floor, that | may say three words. 

Mr. HARRIS. Only three? 

Mr. COBB. May be four or five. [Laughter. 

I have done injustice to this case, perhaps, and 
want to set myself right. 

Mr. HARRIS. 1 yield for that purpose. 

Mr. COBB. In aconversation with several gen- 
temen on this floor, when the resolution now under 
consideration was on the Speaker’s table, it seem- 
ing to be for the relief of Alabamians, and as I 
was myself a Representative from Alabama, with- 
out investigating the matter, but with the lights I 
had before me then, I stated that I thought it was | 
wrong. I now intend to do justice, so far as that | 
declaration is concerned; I am bound to do to-day | 
asl did yesterday when I ascertained that I was | 
not in the right; { back out from that declaration 
of the resolution being wrong. When the ques- 
tion came up for full discussion and fair consider- 
ation, as I do in every case where I am called to 
vote, I investigated it with the utmost of the lim- 
ited ability which I possess. I investigated this 
matter; and after full conference with persons who || 
are well informed in relation to it, and with all the l 


facts I could collect bearing upon the question, I | 


have come to the conclusion that my first opinion 
was wrong, and that this resolution ought to pass. 
I think it is due to the persons interested in this 
matter, due to myself, and in order to present the 
question fairly before those with whom | con- 
versed when this subject first came up, that they 
may not say that an Alabamian is opposed to the 
resolution, and consequently it must be wrong, 
that I should make this explanation. I now take 
back what I said before, and | shall support the 
resolution. 

Mr. JONES, of Louisiana. Will the gentle- 
man permit me to say a word or two? : 

Mr. HARRIS. I will yield to the gentleman 
for a minute or two. 

Mr. JONES. The House is aware that when 
this bill came from the Senate, and when it was 
attempted to be put upon its passage by the gen- 
tleman from Alabama, {Mr. Putuips,| | objected 
to its passage, and advocated its reference to the 
committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. Itis 
possible that, from the fact of my location, and the 
fact that my constituents are almost entirely sup- 
plied by this route, the suggestions which | made 
the other day may have had some influence upon 
the decision of the Houseat that time. lam glad 
that the course was then pursued of referring the 
bill to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. I confess that was somewhat influenced 
in my course on that occasion by the fact that | 
do not approve generally of the course of the Post- 
master General, at least so far as my constituents 
are concerned, and | felt disposed to hold him to 
a strict accountability. 

I have investigated this matter, and, in the lan- 
guage of the gentleman from Alabama, who has 
just taken his seat, | confess myself wrong, and | 
am willing to take back what | then said. 

I will state, further, that I believe it is the duty 
of this House not to ruin these contractors by 
refusing to pass this resolution, but that, on the 
contrary, it is a duty which we owe to them and 
to the public service to extend their contract. 

It is apparent, it seems to me, from the testi- 
mony which has been adduced here, that this con- 
tract could not be secured for a less sum to have 
it efficiently performed. We all know that the 


mail line from Montgomery to Mobile carries per- || 


haps more mail matter than any other route of the 
same length in the United States. It is also a fact 
that it requires not only stage coaches, but also a 
steamboat, to carry this mail; and the wholeof this 
service is now performed for $60,000. 

Well, there is another point in this case which 
had a material influence on my judgment the 
other day, and.which I am now disposed to cor- 
rect, because | believe | gave a wrong interpreta- 
tion to the law. As I stated the other day, there 
are two species of contracts—one is called ‘‘spe- 
cific service,’’ and the other ‘‘star bids.’”? Now, 
a ‘‘star bid’’ is where a party agrees to carry 
the whole mail on a certain route for a certain 
sum of money; and it matters not how large that 
mail may be, he is still required to carry it, but he 
ig not required to carry it in any particular way. 
It would appear from the contract, as read by the 
gentleman from Kentucky, that the person is re- 


- E. - 


— a 


quired to carry the whole mail in stage coaches, if 


he agrees to carry it in that specific mode. 
Mr. HARRIS. 


I have but a moment left, and 


my time will allow me to make only a single re- | 


mark. 
ceive to be the merits of this case. My friend 
from Kentucky speaks of the underbidding which 
has been offered under this contract with Powell. 

Mr. GREY. 
according to the advertisement. 

Mr. HARRIS. It isa legal bid, and a contract 
made with the Department under the law. The 
resolution is no contract atall. It simply calls 
upon Congress to vest the Postmaster Gerieral 
with authority to extend the contract, — 
he believes it will comport with the public inter- 
ests. Inasmuch as these contractors have been 
cut off from the privilege of bidding, it is equiva- 
lent to a mere proposition to place them in the 


| category of bidders, that they may have a fair 
I could reply more fully, and, as | think, | 


chance. 
conclusively, to the remarks of the honorable 
gentleman from Kentucky, but I have not the 


time to do it now. This subject, I presume, has | 


| 


been fully discussed, and | presume that every 
member of the House has made up his mind in 


I have endeavored to present what I con- | 


I said that it was not a legal bid || 
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regard toit. Inasmuch as there is a great anxiety 
to dispuse of this matter, I shal! move the previous 
question, provided it is not deemed unfair. 

Mr. GREY. Will the gentleman trom Ala- 
bama {Mr. Hararis] allow me to call his attention 
to the law to be found on the forty-third page of 
the Post Office Laws and Regulations; which reads 
as follows: 





** And whenever it shall become necessary to change the 
terms ofany existing contract In any other manper then 
that designated in this act, or to enter into a contract for 
the transportation of the mail at any other time than at the 
annual letting, the Postmaster General shall give notice in 
oné newspaper published at Washington city, and in one 
newspaper published as near as may be to the route on which 
the services are to be performed, for at least four weeks 
before changing or making such contract, inviting proposals 


therefor; which proposals shall be received and opened, 


and such proceedings thereon had in all things as at the 
annual lettings: Provided, however, That the Postmaster 
General may make temporary contracts until a regular let 
ting can take place.”’ 

Mr. HARRIS. I dare say that the law has no 
application at all to the case under consideration. 
I have read the law which does apply to it, and 
it clothes the Postmaster General with power to 
add additional service when the exigencies of the 
service require it. The resolution only proposes 
to carry out a contractalready existing. lunder- 
stand that the motion which will be first put to the 
House is upon the motion of the chairman of the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads to 
recommit this bill to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

I will only say to those who feel disposed to 


| advance this bill, and even to its enemies, who are 


in favor of disposing of the matter, that when the 
motion is put to recommit the bill to the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads, we can 
vote it down, and then proceed to vote upon the 
bill. The chairman of the committee, [Mr. Oxps,} 
who made the motion for the purpose only of 
saving the position of this bill, and to prevent it 
from going to the lower orders of business upon 
the Speaker’s table, is not now in his seat. Were 
he here, he would withdraw the motion; but as he 
is not, we must vote upon it, and can vote it down, 
and then proceed to action upon the bill itself. 
Mr. GROW. I have asked the indulgence of 
the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Harnis]} merely 
to explain a point which the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky [Mr. Grey] seems to insist on, and thatis, 


| that a mail contractor is bound by his contract to 
| carry all the mail on his route. 


There is but one 
bid recogmzed by the Post Office Department 
which requires a contractor to carry all the mail 
matter, and that is what is called a ‘star bid.’’ 
In that he is bound to carry the mails with 
safety, certainty, and dispatch; and he must carry 
the wholewnail. But if he specifies in his bid the 
mode of carrying the mail, he is only bound to 
carry a reasonable quantity consistent with the 
mode of conveyance designated. _ If he contracts 
to transport the mail with a one-horse conveyance, 
he is bound to carry only such a quantity as is 
reasonable for such a mode of service. If the 
Post Office Department is satisfied that the quan- 


| tity which is required to be carried is too large for 
| the mode of service specified, then it is the duty 


of the Postmaster General to supply the ways and 
means of carrying the balance. 

Mr. TRACY. As my name has been men- 
tioned in connection with this matter of bids, l 
will simply explain what | know about the sub- 
ject. A constituent of mine, one Daniel P. 
Kingsley, who has been long successfully engaged 
in the business of staging, and who is a gentle- 
man and a man of responsibility, made a bid for 


$44,740, by which bid he offered to carry the 
mail precisely as is done under the contract which 
is now proposed to be extended, but in one hour 
shorter time. 

4Mr. HARRIS. If this proposition is rejected, 
and these gentlemen are defeated, they will stand 


| to-morrow just where they stand to-day. But 
| look at the condition of these contractors, who 
| have gone into this matter, relying upon a rec- 





| ommendation 





to Congress to extend the con- 
tract. I have already shown the great expendi- 
tures which they have been obliged to make to 
carry out their arrangement with the Post Office 
Department, and it is unnecessary to say more 
about it. | demand the previous question. _ 

Mr. SEWARD. I move to lay the resolution 
| upon the table. 


this route, agreeably to the existing contract, for: 
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Mr. GREY. I ask the gentleman from Ala- | Mr. HARRIS, of Alabama, called for the pre- i 
bama to withdraw the call for the previous ques- | 


tion to allow me one word? 

Mr. HARRIS. I think the gentleman has 
aire uly said enough upon this subject, 

Mr. GREY. [ask i as a matter of courtesy. 
{ will renew the motion. 

Mr. HARRIS. 1 would inquire of the Chair 
how much time I have yet? 

The SPEAKER. Eleven minutes 

ir. HARRIS. Iam anxious to have this reso- 
jution disposed of and passed. Unless it receives 
immediate action, and is disposed of before the 
25th of this month, it will be entirely useless to 
the parties whom it is proposed to relieve. 

TheSPEAKER. The Chair would remind tle 
gentleman that discussion is not in order, as there 
Is A Motion pending to lay the bill upon the table. 

Mr. GREY. I again ask the gentleman to 
withdraw hus call, to allow me to read a statement 
from an official record of the Post Office Depart- 
ments: 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ala- 
bama having made a demand for the previous 
question, and the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. 
Sewarp]| having moved to lay the bill upon-sthe 
both the call and the mouon must be with- 
drawn before discussion will be in order. 

Mr. SEWARD. I withdraw my motion. 

Vr. HARRIES. Idonothketo bediscourteous; 
but Ido not feel at liberty to withdraw the de- 
mend. IT must insist upon it, 

The question now being upon the motion to lay 
the resolution upon the table, 

Mr."SBEWARD demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yens and naya were not ordered. ; 

Mr. WHEELER. 1 demand tellers upon the 
motion. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Litty and 
Cox were appointed, 

‘The question was taken; and the tellers reported 
—nyes 4]; a further count not being demanded. 

So the House refused to lay the resolution upon 
the table. 

Mr.SEWARD. I move that the House pro- 
ceed to the consideration of the business upon the 
Spenker’s table. 

Mr. RICHARDSON, I submit that the pre- 
vious question has been demanded, and that the 
motion of the gentleman from Georgia 1s not in 
order. 

The SPEAKER. The previous question has 
been demanded but not seconded; and the morning 
hour having expired, a motion to proceed to the 
consideration of the business upon the Speaker’s 
table is, under the rule, in order. 

Mr. SEWARD. [I will withdraw the motion. 


table, 


1 do it to show the gentleman from Ala®ama that 


I do not wish to embarrass his resolution. I ap- 
pealed to the gentleman to allow me ten minutes 
to speak upon the resolution, and he would not do 
it. Iwill, however, not make any factious op- 
position, and | withdraw the motion. 

Mr. WHEELER. I renew the motion to go 
to the business upon the Speaker's table. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
not agreed to. 

Mr. GREY. Has the previous question been 
seconded upon this resolution? 

The SPEAKER. It has not. 
manded, however. 

Mr. GREY. Have [ the right to say anything 
upon wer 

The SPEAKER. The resolution is not de- 
batable, the previous question having been de- 
manced. 

Mr.GREY. ThenI appeal to the gentleman 
from Alabama to withdraw the demand for the 

revious question. 

Mr. HARRIS. I would if { thought it was 
the wish of the House; but [ do not think it is. 

Mr. DEAN. {f demand tellers on the second 
to the demand for the previous question. 

Tellers were ordered; and 
Louisiana, and Dent were appointed. 

‘The question was taken; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 78, noes 41. 

So there was a second; and the main question 
was then ordered to be put. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
recommit the bill to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads; and it was disagreed to. 

The resolution was then ordered toa third read- 
ing, and was subsequently read the third time. 


It has been de- 


vious question on the passage of the resolution. 

The question was put on seconding the demand 
for the previous question; and, on a division, there 
were—ayes 76, noes 35; no quorum voting. 

Mr. ROBBINS called for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Vair, and 
Jones of Louisiana, were appointed. 

The question was again put; and the tellers 
reported—ayes &6, noes not counted, 

So the previous question received a second, 

Mr. COBB moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was ordered toa third reading, and 
to lay the motion to reconsider upon the table. 

The question was puton the latter motion; and 
it was agreed to. 

The main question was then ordered to be put, 
being ‘* Shall the bill pass?” 

Mr. GREY demanded the yeas and nays on 
the passuge of the bill. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 


The question was then taken; and there were— 
yeas 82, nays 54; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Appleton, David J. Bailey, 
Banks, Barksdale. Belcher, Bell, Bennett, Bissell, Bovee, 
tndges, Caskie, Cobh, Colquitt, Craige, Curtis, John G. 
Davis, Dawson, Dean, Dent, Drum, Dunbar, Dunham, 
Eddy, John M. Elliott, Etheridge, Fenton, Florence, Goode, 
Greenwood, Grow, Sampson W. Harris, Wiley P. Harris, 
Hastings, Henn, Hibbard, Hunt, Ingersoll, Daniel T. Jones, 
J. Glaneyv Jones, Roland Jones, Keitt, Kidwell, Kurtz, 
Latham, Lindsley, Lyon, Macdonald, Me Dougall, MeNair, 
Mace, Macy, Maxwell, May, Mayall, Smith Miller, Mur 


ray, Peckham, Bishop Perkins, Phelps, Phillips, Powell, 


Pratt, Richardson, Riddle, Thomas Ritehey, Robbins, Ruf 


fin, Seymour, Shower, Singleton, Samuel A. Smith, Wil 
ham Smith, Nestor L. Stevens, John J. Taylor, Nathaniel 
G. Taylor, Thurston, Vansant, Warren, John Wentworth, 
Witte, and Daniel B. Wright—2. 

NAYS—Messrs. Ball, Bocock, Bugg, Carpenter, Clark, 
Clingman, Corwin, Cox, Crocker, Cullom, Thomas Davis, 
Dickinson, Thomas DP. Eliot, Fariey, Franklin, Giddings, 
Grey, Hamilton, Aaron Harlan, Harrison, Hiester, Howe, 
George W. Jones, Kerr, Knox, Letcher, Lilly, Maurice, 
Middleswarth, John G. Miller, Millson, Parker, Puryear, 
David Ritchie, Rogers, Sage, Sapp, Seward, Skelton, Ger 
rit Simth, William R. Smith, George W. Smyth, Richard 
H. Stanton, Stratton, John L. Taylor, Tracy, Upham, 
Wade, Watley, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, 
Tappan Wentworth, Wheeler, and Zollicoffer—54. 


So the resolution was passed. 


Mr. HARRIS, of Alabama, moved to recon- 
sider the voteby which theresolution was adopted, 
and to lay the motion to reconsider upon the table; 
which latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SMiTH, of Virginia. I have a memorial 
which I desire to present to the House, signed by 
one hundred and twenty-four citizens of Wash- 
ington and Alexandria, against the military super- 
intendence of the public works. 

Mr. BISSELL. 1 object. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Vir- 
ginia [Mr. Smirn)} can present it at the Clerk’s 
desk, under the rules. 

Mr. SMITH. I desired to present it in open 
House, so that some notice should be taken of it. 


THE MILITARY ACADEMY BILL. 


Mr. PHELPS. I move that the House resolve 
itself into the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

The question was then taken; and it was de- 
cided in the affirmative 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Jones, of New York, in the chair,) and re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill making appro- 
priations for the support of the Military Academy 
at West Point, for the year ending the 30th June, 
1855. 


The CHAIRMAN. When the committee last 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| salaries of the teachers of French and dray 


April 2 
April 20, 
“ Szc.2. And be it further enacted, That the compen 
sation of the professors of French and drawing he - _ 
equal to that of the professors im the other de parting sage 
and thatthe compensation of the master of the Sw 
$1,200 per annum.”’ 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. This, Mr. Chai, 
man, is an amendment proposing to Increase the 


ra be 


. ; ing 
from $1,500 to $2,000. By the act of Sentemi,> 
16, 1850, changing the pay of these professors 3 
was > 

“ Provided, That hereafter, in lieu of the pay proner oF 
dinary rations, forage, and servants, heretofore recélyed 
under the act of April 12, 1812, the professors oj engineers, 
philosophy, mathematics, ethies, and chemistry, stay be 
entived to receive $2,000 each per annum, and the profi 
sors of drawing and French each $1,500 per annum - and 
that the adjutant of the Military Academy shall hereafter 5,. 
enuted to receive the same pay and allowances as ap 
tant of a regiment of dragoons.”’ 


8 


acd jy- 


3y the act of March 3, 1851, that was go al. 
tered as to allow the officers and professors joy. 
gevity rations in addition to the salaries of $2 (jj 
provided in the law from which I have just reqy 
And at the time the salaries of these professors 
of French and drawing were fixed at $] 50) pe, 
annum, it was admitted, | believe, by those y 
advocated the proposition upon this floor, that, 
best of French teachers and the best teachers of 
drawing were employed in the colleges and upi- 
versities of the country for $600 or $800 per an- 
num. Wegave them $1,500 and quarters or houses 
to live in; and now the proposition ts brought 
forward to increase their salaries to $2,000 per 
annum. 

Mr. BISSELL. Iam not aware that it js the 
intention of any gentleman to insist on raising the 
salaries of the protessors of drawing and Frene! 
It is desired, and it is thought to be altogether 
proper, that the pay of the fencing-master should 
be increased to $1,200 perannum. That is almost 
as little as any man can live on at that place. 

A Member. Whatis his salary now? 

Mr. DEAN. With the permission of the gep- 
tleman from Illinois, | would answer that it is 
$750 per annum. 

Mr. PECKHAM. Thatisasmall affair. His 
salary should be raised to be equal to that of the 
lowest clerk here. 

Mr. BISSELL. I hope that the gentleman 
from Tennessee [Mr. Jones] will not object to the 
increase of the salary of the fencing-master to 
$1,200 per annum. The other professors receive 
$1,500 per annum. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I hope that the com- 
mittee will non-concur with the Senate’s amend- 
ment. ‘lhe fencing-master, or the master of the 
sword, now gets his rations, quarters, and, I believe, 
forty-six dollars per month. And, if I mistake not, 
itis a soldier who performs thisservice. ‘The office 
requires but few qualifications, and little capacity. 
I suppose that they look only to his qualification 
as a master of the sword. They can get plenty 
of them; more than they want. They could get 
regiments of them at the price now paid. The 
question is before the committee, and | hope they 
will disagree to the whole amendment. 

Mr. BISSELL. The gentieman is mistaken in 
saying that the fencing-master is a soldier, if he 
means by that a private of the Army. Notat all; 
and | am authorized, by gentlemen who know, to 
say further, that he was only induced to accept 
that position at the small salary he now receives 
of $750 per annum, by the promise that every 
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| effort should be made to get him an increased 


| rose, they had under consideration a bill making 


appropriations for the West Point Military Acad- 
emy, and particularly the Senate amendments 
thereto. The first question is upon agreeing to 


| the second Senate amendment, which will be re- 
| ported by the Clerk. 


essrs. Jones, of | 


‘4 
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The amendment was read, as follows: 
©* For cavalry-exercise hall, $20,000.”" 

The CHAIRMAN. Upon the pending ques- 
tion tellers have been ordered. 

Messrs. Smiru, of Tennessee, and Ripp.e, were 
appointed tellers, 

The question was then taken; and the tellers 
reported—ayes 65, noes 55. 

So the amendment was concurred in. 

The third amendment of the Senate was then 
reported, as follows: 


salary. Now that is an important position to 0c- 
cupy; and it is not every man who has a strong 
and active arm who can get employment in such 
business. It is a very skillful exercise, and re- 
quires a man to qualify himself to be a good 
teacher. He must havea high degree of excel- 
lence in the art, such as is not attained without 
years of practice. I think, under all the circum- 
stances, that $1,200 is not too great a salary lor 
the fencing-master. 

Mr. JONES. I think his pay now Is as good 
as that of a captain, certainly as good as that of 
a lieutenant in the Army. 

Mr. BISSELL. It is not as good as that of a 
captain; but I will not consume the time of the 
committee by going into an argument on the sub- 

ject. Nor is itas good as that of a lieutenant. 
| He is there, and is compelled to keep up those 
| associations which we would desire of a man = 
| that position, as one of the teachers at our only 
} military school. He has necessarily to incur 
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